-] -

Change 1928 - 1938

The editor of "The Christian Century" has expressed with the greatest
emphasis the desire that the contributions te thisz theme mizht be made
a8 much as possible personal and "autobiographical', And why should I
not comply with thie wish ? Have I not often enough exerted myself to
wirite sclentifically, systematically precise and convincing - and as
well edifyingly, arousingly, polemically ? Why not then also for once
"autobiographically"? lispecially now while I have the Christmes vacation
and g0 a biff of time for such a "rarergon"? But I cannot, to be sure,
promise anyone who has not understood me in those other languages that
he will now @nderstand me in this one!

Shall I say something about the change "in my thinking about religion"
in the last ten years ? Then let me say first of all that my thinking
at all xmEmkm events remains in one point the same as ever. It is un-
changed in this, that its object, its source and its criterion are not

the socalled "religion", but rather, so far as it can be my intention,

the Vord of God. The ‘ord of God which has established, preserved and
borne forward the Christian Church, her theology, her preaching and her
mission., The Word of God which in the Holy Scriptures aspesks to man -

to the men of all times, countries, cireunmstances and stages of life,
‘he Word of God which is the mystery of God in His relation to man and
nol as the termg "religion" seems to imply, the mystery of man in his
re%&tion %o God. In this matter my American readers and friends as well,
mist find me completely unchanged and will continue to find me, I hope,
t111 my 1life's end inexorably unchenged. But the thing that one wante to
hear from me to-day, snd thet'autobiosraphically", is not this but rather
something about the change that has befallen me.

Piret of all then, I must relate that wi=k which is most self-evidant}
that which I have in common with all other contributors to this theme

and that which, "autobiographically", is decidedly the most important,
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namely - gince 1928 I have become lo years older, older by those years
which lie between the 42, and 52, years of my life. I do not make any
misteke if T take it for granted thol these years in the life of most
men - and so it has been in ny life as well - signify approximately
something like this. Cne had at 42, with regard to the main course of
one's thinking and doing, by end large "ecome out into the clear". One
had made oneself lmown and as much a8 possible understood to one's con=-
temporaries, insofar as these were interested. Cne had become in their
eyes, for better or for worse, a definite figure, Shall it be saild that
one had now, with this point, "arrived"? Ilo - remarkable though 1t may
seem, life now really only begen. Now for the first time cgme the inner
end outer examiration and Immiiaw testing of the adopted stand, in that
now for the first time the establishment of its presuvppositions and the
unfolding of its consequence, become poagible; in that now for the first
time ite setting forth over agminet possibilities and figures became
sharp and radical and the assumption of & medley of practical responsi-
bilities became a welght., For in the meantime, the ranks of older con-
temporaries which one had had up to this time before one, as to speak,
protectingly, became thinner., The last of my theological teachers have
died in these last lo years, and last autwm my mother as well, And al-
ready one heavs behind him the steps and little steps of many younger
ones, Already T see myself as father of btwo theologlans and as well
grandfather of two 1little ladies who have alresdy their word to say. And
all this means that one now belongs to the generatlon which is temporari-
ly held responsible for the charccter and fate of our time, which at all
events - in this and that area 5 each man in his own sphere - has for the
time belng to run the business. In so far as this Lls true did life really
now only begin, So then, in spite of their having been very hard years,

I cannot remember any decade of my life in which I lived so conseiously
and withal with such relish. One has his honds full with things to do j

without as much as wenting it, one has continually to stand up =28 example
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and pattern, and for this reason one knows only too well why one is here.
One lknows that now everything is at stake. That age is coming nearer and
with it that which inexorably comes at the end of age- if not suddenly be-
fore it. And one knows that this can only mean for him who kxm etill has
his time and task, that all contours of things and men outline themselves
more sharply, that the problems and needs of one's own stand and accom—
plishment ce well as those of the world around us are felt more keenly,
that one is summoned to a prudent haste, to a certain mild but dogged in-
tenéity in both work and talk. Ilow everything has come to be , and is, of
the greatest earnestmmss. low it must be decided whether one, in receiving
the #ift of this short life, received with 1t as well a charge. And wether

one, in and despite ore's own stupidness and perverseness, has rightly undex

h
stood this charge. And further, wether one in and despite one's ovm great

unfaithfulness, has taken this charge thankfully to one's heart as a mani-
festation of the free grace of God., This is my change from 1928 to 1938 in-
gofar af it is conditioned by the natiral change in my age. It has come to
pase gllently and almost unnoticed. Iut now that it has come about it
strikes me as very radical and seems even more important than everything
else put together., I would like now however, at this point, to turn my
attention to a few paticulars,

If I take my notes of the last lo years and look at them, then on the sur-
face the first thing that strikes me is the faect that only in these years
have I actually for the first time seen something of the world, or at least
of Burope, on a somewhat lerger scele. Up %o 1928 my personal acquaintance
was limited to Switzerland, some greater parts of Cermeny and the Nether=-
lands. I saw Italy for the first time in 1929 and then in the following
years, some only once, some more often: England and Scoltland, Denmaric,
France, Austria (at that time s%ill free !), (zechoslovakia, Hungary and
Tranasylvenia. To-day I do not ¥ lmow how it efer came about that I formerly
considered that I had so mich to learn and to do in my study and ibs immedi-
ate vieinity, to feel any impulsion towards wider frontierg. I suppose it
had to be like that. In any case, to-day I also do not lmow how it éfer came
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about that I could exist without having been talked to, more or less dis-
tinetly, by all those distant places, by their history and their contempo-
rery and their people: above without all having France and Iingland now
somehow Inside myself, just as Hwitzerlend and Germany- without also having
to think continually,while doing my theological work, of the mony other
churches in the one Church, of those many other chvurches in which I was pri
vileged to find so rueh echo and co-operation and in which, consequently,

I had as well to assume certain co-responsibilities, In this way T have in
these last lo years, on my ovn eccount, achieved my "Oecumenical movement!
end I am glad to have done it. I see now for the first time in others, that
it makes a difference in the stand taken, in the awareness, in the "venture
of sbandonmuent" one is prepared to make ,whether one does thls, or - hide-
bound by some nationalism or provincialism - does not do it. The fact that
I did i%, ir any case did not mean that I had found it necessary to cancel
or even exbtenuate anything at all of that which I had come to lmow formerly
in my study as the one All-essential. What it did mean for me rather, wes
the experiencing of the earnestness and joy of being under the obligation
to understend this as the one All-essential for all the churches in the Ome

Church# and to learn to stend up for it, as far os thic can be my task, I

am of course noﬁblind to the fact that the radius of my personal acquaine

tance with the remainder of the globe is still a very modest one from a
modern point of view, and especially so according to Americen ideas. Why
have I not yel come to /imerica in spite of kind invitetions ? TPor the pre-
sent I have serious reascns which keep me back, but the space within the
4000 words allotted to me here, does not suffice for their explication. It
is true thet I have also not yet journeyed to Japan and Wew Zealand, not-
withstanding the fact that I have friends there and in other places who
read ny booke and who, by the medium of their letters and commnications
and sometimes by their visits as well, kesp me aware of thinge going on
there. Who lmows what may be awaiting me in the future? However up till now
I have followed the rule only to go travelling when a certain necessity,
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clearly recognizable and obvious to me, turns up, and I intend to keep on
with the same course. Whoever wishes to see and hear me has to be very ex=

plicit about his intentions in this regard. Ior the moment I consider that

it has already been excellent and profitable for me to have come out from

within the narrow confines of my earlier life, in so far as this has

oceuwed,

A pdﬂ}ful change which has come aboubt in the least lo years has buen the

losing of a host of theological neighbours, co-workers and frieunds vhom I

8till possessed in 1928, It was not by death that I lost them but simply in

this, that they and I, little by little or all at once, found ourselves un-

eble 1o work any more together in the harmony of one mind and one spirit,

e quite definitely got om different roads. Ve are still travelling those

difrerent rornde to-day, and ot the best can only greef one another from

afar. I cannot complain, for I was privileged to keep enouzh of the old

friends and during the same time to find also new friends, in part very

good new friends. But in the course of the decade I wne made to see very

clearly that my life-work seenms to be waniing in a certaln accumulating
power, even more, that a certain explosive, or in any case centrifugel,

effect meems to inhere in it. In the lo years following the Vorld Ver my

friends and I had found each other in what we thought, what we willed to do

and what we were effectively doing, in fterms of certain opposlitions we held

in commnon and in terms of sertain general positions; end we had believed

that we might give, each to the other, confidence and support., But as the

sun wenl up - and this is what happened in the decade we are lookhng back

on now= those of these fellowships, which had not really been fellowships
at a2ll, were dissolved like the morning mist, It had to be then, that Pried-
rich Go:arten should develop into a sinister-lookdng new German state theo-
ugieat loglan, It had to be that Georg NMerz should work out his own sal-
vation in a half-patri-rchal half-pastoral combination, with a bit of Iuther,
a bit of Hitler and a bit of Blumhardt. It had to be that Emil Brunner

should turn to & new apologetic of his own inventing, and at the same time

throw himself into the arms of the Buchman Group-movement, Also among the
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disciples I saw, here one quietly remain behind, there one rushing noilsily
away to I know not where. And withal it also had to come about that I on

my side got to hear more or less lively Erievances. As thoush I had not
remained falthful to the beginning originally in common to a2ll of us and
thus had not kept what I had once pronised - whereas I am conscious of on-
ly having walked further on the way then and there begun, and that's the
sense of a way and by doing so to have brought the grounds, the import and
the consegquences of thalt common beginning, into a eclearer light. "ho is
right now ? There would be not point in wanting to quarrel over this. But
the actuality of the separations cannot be denied., It might have been that
in 1928 some could still be of the opinion that the so-called "dialectical
theology" ("Barthianism™) meant a "school", a school towards which one
could take up & etand swmarily as opponent or diselple. To-day, no one
who wishes to talk reswonsibly in these matters can be spared from exami-
ning the possibilities in all this variety which have arisen on this fiel
and consequently from letting himself be questioned by my former colleague
and by myself, man by man, for his own declsion. Certainly we are all
sorry thait we could not make it easier for our contemporaries, and especi-
ally for our American conbemporaries who are always anxiouas to get the
most simple and rapld courses of lnstruction I

If I now attempt to gamge in how far I have actually changed in these last
lo years with regird to my work, then it seems to me to be possible to put
the thing in a formla : I have been occupied approximstely equally - and
at the same time, of course — with the deepening and The gpplication of
that knowledge which, in ite main channels, T had before gained.

The deepening conseisted in this, In these years I had to rid myself of the
last remmants of a philosophical, i.e. anthropological (one says in Americ:
"humanistic" or "naturalistic") foundation and exposition of Christian doe-
trine, The roal document of this farewell is, in truth, not the much-read
brochure "Nein"!, directed against Drunner in 1934, but rather the book

about the Tvidence for God of inselm of Canterbury which appeared in 1931,
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In all tie number of my books I regard this as the one written with the
greatest fondness. And yet, in America it is doubtless not read at all and
certainly in Jurope is the least read of any of my works. The posgitive in %
new was this : in these years I had to learn that Christion Smommoonoim
smrhorErsiomekxreetx  doctrine, if it is to merit its name and 4f it is
to bulld up the Christian Church in the world as she must needs be built
up, has to be exclusively and conclusively doctrine of Jesus Chriast - of
Jesus Christ, as the living Word of God spoken to ue men. If I look back
from this point om my earlier studies, I may viell ask myself how 1t ever
cane about that I did nol learn this =o much sooner and correspondingly
gpealr it out., How slow is man, above all vhen the most important things
are at stake ! In order to see and underctand the meaning and bearing of
the change which therewith entered my work , the Lirst two volumes of my
"Church Dogmaties", which appeared in 1932 and 1938, will have to be stu-
died to sonme extent, ( You don't want to read so mich ? To be sure, I €X-
act it of no one. Put at the same time I cannot say that I consider it
"ericket" when neople talk about something without heving properly studied
it.) My new task wes to take all that has been said before and to think it
through once more end quite otherwise and to articulate it ocnew as a theol
of the grace of God in Jesus Chriet. I cannot pess over in silence the fac
that in working at this task- I would like to call it o christoclogical con
centration- I have been led to a critical ( in a betbter ssnse of the word)
discussion of Church ftradition, and as well of the leformers, and as well
of Calvin, And I have thereby made the dlscovery that I can say everything
in this concentration, far more clearly, unambiguously, simply and more in
the way of confesslon and at the same btime aﬁ;o much more freely, openly
and comproh@naiéﬁy, than I could ever say it before - before, namely, when
I haed been at least partly hawmpered, not so much by the Church tradition,
as by the egg-shells of a philosophical systematic. I am well aware that
this change did not by any means please a good many. I have been reproache

with having completely withdravn behind & "Chinese wall" and consequently

become "extremely uninteresting". Thie latter judgement come out of Ameri-
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ca ! To such a statement there is scarcely anything left for me to say.

But I cannot help saying this, that from my side of things the affair of the
Chinese Wall is "extremely enigmatiecal", For, strangely enough, it has been
precisely in this decode, and thus in the course of this chenge, that I have
found time and disposition for things, which quite patently have nothing to
do with withdrawing behind Chinese Vallg I have Ffound time and disposition,
©.8+ o occcupy myself mmch mowe than formerly with universel "Geistesges
sciiichte"; on two Jjourneys to Italy, to let the classical antiquity spesk

to me a8 it had never done before; o gain a new relationship to Goethe,
among othersjy Ho read countless novels- & good many of them from those

first -rate producers of the Inglish detectiv-novel Lliterature ; to become

a very bad but very passionate horseman, etc.! I do not think that I ever
lived more gally, just in the real every-day world, than precisely in this
tinme, which brought with it for my theology what appeared to many to be a
monkish concentration. I have no ildea which diagnosis the psychologiste
would apply to me on the basis of these facis. And I musi almost fear that
gerious Ohristians will doubt whether the chenge during thils time really
has consisted in a "deepening" with me, But be that as it may end let mm one|
construe it as he will., The faet is that the danger of falling into an abe-
atract negotion of the world - into which some have apparently already seen
me fall - has never been less my anxlety then it is to-day. Hether I must
get it down as fact that, in these last lo years, I have become, at the
same time , very much more churchly and very mch more worldly,

The application T had to moke stand in the elosest possible connection with
the already mentioned name Iitler. Just aboul this same time in 1928y

mxig sat at this same dish in o small house of my owm in !Kinster in VWest-
phalia - & Frussian professor and, after seven years spend at that time in
Germany, nearly on the point of becoming something like a "good German',

But 2gain seven ¥Years loter, 1935, during which time I had moved over from
Iiinster to Bonn, I had been discharged from my excellent teaching-work there

and to-day find myself, like a mariner temporary rescued out of the gale,
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here in my native ecity, asel. In that former time T would never have
dreamed it, Deoubtless between that time and to-day a considerzble change
of my stand and action has taken place: mot with regard to the meaning and
divection of my acenumulaeted lknowledsze bul rather with regard to its appld-
eation, And for this chenge I am indeb to the "®ihrer"! What happened 7

-

Pive £ all this happened - and this one must have clearly in mind while

seeing the whole - a gigantic elation of human lying and brubality on

the one hand, amd of humen stupidity and fear on the other . And then this
happened : the German Chureh to which T belonged as member and teacher,
in the suwmner of 1933 got in the greatest danger, Lor her doectrins and
order, of T g into B new hewres angely mingled out of Christianity
and German Naticnality, and of coming ler the lowdzhip of the so-called
"German Chrisgtisns™d g danger prompied by the sucessses of ational Soecial-
ism and the sugrestion power of ite ldeas. 1t heppened further, that
the representations of the other theolozical schcols ond tendenciles in
Germany , Liberal, Pletist, Confes.iomal, Bibllieist, who had before, in
opposition to me, put so much weizhit on ethicas, sanctifleation, Christian
life, practical decision ete., now in part openly affirmed that heresy and
in part took up 2 strangely neutral and tolerant sttitude to it. And it
hgppened further that I myself, when ¢o meny agr-ed end no one seriously
protested, could not very well keep silent but hed to undertake to call out
to the imperilled church ths thing which was necessary. All that was indeed
what in imerica 1s called an "experience" and 1s =28 such so highly regarded
there. But Just what was the situetion with regerd to this "experience'?

In that firet series of pemphlets "'heologische Ixistenz heute", I had stil
in June 1933, nothing essentially new to say . I said rather at that time
Just that which I had always striven to say, namely : that beside God we

can heve no other gods, that the Holy Spirit of the Scriptures ia enough to

gulde the Church in 211 +truth and that the grace of Jesus Christ is all-

sufficient for the forglveness of our sing and the ordering of our lives.
But now suddenly I had to say just this in a situation where 1% could no

more have the slightest vestige of on academlc tleory. Rather without my
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wanting 1%, or doing anything to facilitate it, just this hed of neces-
s8ity to take on the character of a summons, a challenge, a battle-cry,
a confesgsion. Not I havefd changed, but what has changed, and in tre-
mendous proportions changed, hos been the room and the resonsnce of the
room in which I have had to speak, The ensuing repetition of that doe=
trine and teaching becams -of its own accord - and at the same time and

paralleling the accomplishment of ite deevening in this new room -

practice, decision, action. 4nd so one day, above all ‘to my own surprise,

I found myself sgtanding in the very midst of church-politics, engazed

in eo-worl in the deliberations and deeisions of the "Confessional
Church" which had been asseumbling since 1934. Voluntarlily, and not sl
weys according to the desmires of my German friends, I continued this co-
work from $.itzerland and intend to keep on with it. Vhat was and what
is at stake ? Simply this, to hold Tast and in a completely new way to
understand and practise the truth thet God stands above all gods, and
that the Chureh in "Volk" and socieby has, under all circumstances, and
over aogaingt the State, her own task, proclemation and order, debtermined
for her in the Holy Scriptures. Despite the fact that many in the Con-
fessional Church still to-day will not see and admit it, it could in
reality turn out in no other way than that just this truth of the Church,
in the room of Xkm Mational Socialism, ghould come to signify not only

a "religious" decision, not only a deeision of Church poliey, but also
ipso facto a political decision. A political decision, namely, cgainst

& State which as totallitarian date cannot recognize any task, proclama-
tion end order other than its own nor acknowledge any other Ximm God than
it iteelf, and which therefore in proportion to its development had of
necessity, in like proportion to go over Lo the opnression of the Christ-
ian Church as suck, and the suppression of all human right and freedom,
ind behind this heresy, which was penetration into the Church, there
stood from the very beginning the one who then soon stepped out as the

far more dangerous adversary, the one hailed at the beginning, not least
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from so many Christians, as deliverer and saviour - Hitler, in himself
and as such Tational Socialism. The church-theological conflict bore in
1teelf the political conflict, and it is no fortuitous happening that
this former revealed iteelf more and more as a political conflict. Be-
cause I could not hide this fact from myself and others, because T
could not very well begin my lectures in Bonn with the salubation to
Hitler, and because I could not very well swear an unconditioned oath
of ellegiance to the "Fihrer", as I should have to do as holder of a
state-office, I lost my position in the service of this State and was
forced to quit Cermeny. Meanwhile the anti-Christian and therefore
anti-human essence of Mational Socislism revealed iteelf more and more
distinetly, and at the same time ap well, its influence over the re-
mainder of Burope alarmlingly increessed 1ts proportions. The lie and
brutality, and es well the stuplidity and fear grew, and have long since
grovn far beyond the frontiers of Germeny. And Bvrope does not under-
stand the danger in which it stends Why not ? Because it does not under-
gtand the PFirst Commendment. Because it does not see that Vational So-
cialism means the conpoious, radical and systematic trensgressing of
Just this Pirst Commandment. And because it does not see that this
transgression, because it im sin ageinst Cod, drage the corruption of
the nations in its wake., So it came about of its owm accord, that I had
to persevere, as well in Switzerlsnd, in my opposition to National So=-
clalism for the sake of the preservation of the true Church and the
Jjuet State - and on that account T am labelled o sort of "public enemy

number 1" in Germany, end mist see all my writings put on the index of

forbidden books. During the Czechoslovelion crisis I sent a letter to
Professor Hromadka in Frague, in which I had written that at the

Bohemian frontier was to be defended not only the freedom of EZurope,
but also that of the Christisn Church. This letter has brought dowm
upon me nanifestationa of wrath, or of enxious "disecretion", from many
countries, and especially of course from Jermeny. I hope we do not have

to walke up too labte and Hoo painfully out of this sleep in which, in
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others, the Christiesn circles as well in the countries

of Zurope, ot1ll think they are allowed to indulge themselves. Feople

have been

the "change" belongs in

I began to hecome ol

astonished vwhen I

to he allowed to
reall

be 850 Ver)

very astonished ebout the'change'in my ztand,

and not leasi in

this connection. They were astonished

1rchepolitical, and then very much more

begon to become direetly poli ale But T wonld like

agy ‘thot anyone who really lmew wme before could not now

much astonished, I have, in easpecial, never called

good that ovinous Imtheran dootrine according to vhose teaching there

o

would belong to the life of determination”

(Zigeng of the Gospel and

noy to be bouched as hefore my change,

that the majesty of the eschatological racter of whole

d

Christian message and the

pIGe

he mole temlk the Christian C zre ‘the thoughte

trente

Torm the heart of wy theologleal tesching. fnd the austract,

cendent Tod, mufompurrimdxfrmodteimemomeieinechyom who does not

take care of the reel man ("God 1s all, men is nothingl"), the abstract

thout eignificance

eschatological Tor +the present, and the

awelting, w

uat as abstraet Chmveh, occupled only with transcendent God, and

gseparated from State and soclety by an abyss - all that existed, not

my reeders and espeecially

and even whole hooks

o

in my head, but only in the heads of man

in the hecds of those who have wriltben Vel

about me, That I have not slways succeeded, in former times and e well

to=day, in expressing myself in a menner comprehensible to all, is a pa
of the guilt which I have certainly above all to impute to mpgyself, when

the change

that the practi-

I mee mysel? surrounded by so much anger and confusion. Does

sctuated in me concern anythlng other than just this
character of my theo-

ite heort, and still

cal relevance, the struggsle and the confeszional

logicel teaching - which had alwaye just that atb

has - has become visible to muny, cnd now for the first bime %o nost,
egaingt the backzromwnd of a time which has taken shape just through




Wational Socialism? Contrary to the opinion of many, to whom it seemed
that I was drawing an empty bow for the sheer sport of it, I have quite
apparently had an arrow on the string end hseve taken a shot, It would
be well if some, looking on whalt has happened, would now at last com=
prehend how the whole thing was meant long before! Have I now, all on
a sudien become an activist, a bhelleving democrat, cr some sorlt of a
"Crusade"preacher ? And was I perhaps before a quietist, utterly lack-
ing in deeclsion and deed ? VWhat is that all sbout ? Ilatthew 1% ; 16 = 19
Sometime or other in the future (perhape even soon) Hitler will no
longer be with us, and then also my afbitude and function will have no
more need, or in any case not as to-day, of the cerftain luridly cone-
tradictory and opposing character which it needs rmsl have lLo-day. And
will I then have to prepare some sort of enother surprise for my friend-
ly and unfriendly judges % Or shall it them be possible for me, be=
latedly to male clearsr to them what to them scems so full of contra-
dictions in what T 4id yesterday and am doing to-day ? T do not lmow.
This way oxr that T am of the hope That it may kExede atill be given
to me to-morrow - under perhaps once more very rmuch changed cilrcum-
stances - to he liomovable but also movable, movable but also immovable.
However I am glad not o have been asked here for a picture of the
fabture, 1938-1948 ! The "authobiographical " answer to the guestion put
I consider to have snswered, and thus to have effected the desired

TParergon”,

Basel, December 1938, ¥arl Barth .




