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Ohange 1928 - 1938

The editor of "Ehe Christian Century" has expressed with the greatest

emphasis the desire that the contri'butions to this therae mljht be rnade

äs much äs possible personal and "autobio^raphical". And why öhould I

not coraply \vith this wish ? Ilave I not often enoiigh exorted mj-self to

write scientifically, systematically precise and convincing - and äs

well edifyingly, arousingly, polenioally ? Why not then also for once

"autobiosraphically"? läspeoially now vfhile I have the Ohriotmas vacation

and so a biß of time for such a "M arergon"? But I cannot, to be sure,

promise anyone who has not understood me in those other lavjguages that

he will nov,r Unterstand rae in thio one i

Sliall I say sornething about the change "in my thinlcing about religion"

in the last ten years ? Then let 1710 say first of all that my thinlcing

at all sasHis ovents remains in one point the same äs ever. It is un-

clianged in this, that its object, its source and its criterion are not

the socalled "religion", but rather, so far äs it oan be my Intention,

the V/ord of G!od. i'he .ord of Sod which has established, preserved and

borne i'orward the Christian Church, her theolosy, her preaching and her

mission. I'he i.ord of God which in the Holy Scriptures speaks t o man -

to the ?nen of all times, countriee, cirouinstanoes and stages of life.

i'he »'ord of CJod v/hich is the myatery of flod in His relation to man and

noli äs the teniv^ "religion" seeias to imply, the rayatery of man in his

reaUtion to C-i-od. In this matter my American readers and friends äs well,

must find me conpletely unchanged and vrf.ll continuo to find me, I hope,

till ray life's end inexorably unchanged. But the thing that one ?;ants to

hear frora me to-day, and that"autobio;jraphically", ie not this but rathei

something about the change that has befallen me.

First of all then, I mst relate that stlsk which is most self-evident",

that which I have in coramon with all other contributors to this theme

and that which, "autobiographically", is decidedly the most iraportant,
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namely - sinoe 1928 I have bocome lo years olüer, older lay tliose years

which lio between th/: 42. and 52. years of my life. I do not raalie any

ifiistalce if I take it for granted that these years in the life of most

tuen - and so it lias boen in my lifo aa well - sî nify approxiraatoly

soniething like this. One had at 42, with regurd to t he vnatn oourse of

one's thinking and doijig, by and large "oone out into the clear". One

had made oneself Jniovm :'.nd äs mach äs possible vmäerstood to one's oon-

temporaries, insofar äs these v/ere interested. One hnd become in their

eyes, for tetter or for worse, a definite figure. Shall it toe said that

one had no\v, with thia point, "arrived"? HO - remarkable thoTigh it may

seem, life now really only began. JTow for the first tiae ccpie the inner

and out er exarai.-:ation and ±SS±±OT[ testing of the adopted atand, in that

now for the i'irst time the estatolishment of its presuppositions and the

unfoldina of ita conaequence, becoine possiMe; in that now for the first

time its satting forth over against possiMlities and figures teoame

sharp ?,nd radical and the aasuniption of s rnedley of praotical reoponsi-

'billties became a weight. For in the meantime, the ranks of older con-

temporaries v/hioh one had had up to this time before one, äs to speak,

proteotingly, became thinner. The last of my theologioal toachers have

dieel in these last lo ysars, and last autunn my raother äs well. And al-

ready one hears behind him the steps and little steps of many younger

ones. Already I säe myself äs father of tv/o theolo?;ians and äs well

grandfather of two little ladies who have already their v:ord to say. And

all this neans that one no\v belongs to the generation v/hio'ii is temporari-

ly held rosponsible for the oharacter and jfate of our tlme, which at all

events - in this and that area T each man in his ovm sphere - has for the

time being to run the busineas. In so far äs thia is true did life really

now only begin. So thent in splte of Wieir having been verjr hard years,

I cannot remomber any deoade of ;ny life 1:3 which I lived so oonsciously

and \vithal with such relish. One has his hands füll with things to do 5

without äs mach äs wanting it, one has oontinually to stand up äs example
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and pattern, and for thia reason one knows only too well why one is here.

O.e loiows that now everything is at stake. Ihat age is coming nearer and

with it that whlch inexorably comes at the end of age- if not suddenly be-

fore it. And one knows that this can only mean for him v/ho H:TK still has

his t i ine and task, thrit all contoiirs of things and men outline themselves

more sharply, that the problems and needs of one's own stand and accom-

plislrieirt äs well aa those of the world around ua are feit more keenly,

that one ia surainoned to a prudent haste, to a certain mild tut dogged in-

tensity in both worlc and talk. How evorything has cone to lie , and is, of

the greatest earnestBBSs. tlow it mast "be decided whether one, in reoeiving

the gift of this short lifo, reoeived with it äs well a Charge. And wether

one, in and dospita oije's o'.vn stupidness and perverseness, has rightly -undei

stood thio oharge. And further, mSther one in and deapito one's ovm great

xmfaithfulness, has talcen this Charge thankfully to one's heart äs a inani-

festation of the free graoe of &od. 2Mo is my ohange froni 1928 to 1938 in-

sofar aS it is conditioned by the nat ral ohange in my age. It has oorae to

pasa silently and alniost unnoticod. But now that it has come ab out it

strikes me äs very rrvdical and soems even more iraportant than overything

elae put together. I would lilre now hov/cvea?, at this point, to turn iny

attention to a 3?ew paticularo.

If I take my not3S of the last lo years and look at them, then on the sur-

face the flrst thing that strikes me 1s the fact that only in these yeara

have I actually for tho first tine seen something of the world, or at least

of Europe, on a somewhat larger soale. Up to 1928 my personal aoquaintanoe

v/as limited to Switaerland, some greater parts of Gerraany and the Hether-

lands. I sav; Italy for the first tirae in 1929 and then in the follov̂ ini-;

years, sone only once, some more often: England and Scotland, Denmari:,

Prance, Austria (at that tine still free J), Czechoslovakia, Hungary and

'üransylvo,nia. 5?o-day I do not H know hov.' it etfer camo about that I formerly

considered that I had so mich to learn and to do in my study and iis iimnedi-

ate vicinity, to feel any impulsion towards v/ider frontierp. I suppose it

had to be like that. In any case, to-day I also do not know how it öfrer came



about that I ooulcl exlst without having been talked to, raore or less dis-

tinctly, 'by all those distant plaoes, by their hlstory and their oontempo-

rary and their people: e.bove \vithout all having France and England now

BOiaehow insido myself, just äs Switzerland and Gertaany- v'ithout also having

to think continual3.y,whilc doing my theologioal work, of the mc,ny other

churches in the one Clmrch, of those inany other cterohes in whioh I v;as pri

vileged to find so much eoho anü oo-oporation and in whioh, conseq;aently,

I had äs well "to assune certain co-recponsitiilitios. In this v;ay I have in

these last lo yeare, on my ovm aooount, aohieved my "Oeiruraenical move^ent"

and I am glad to have done it. I aoe now for the first time in others, tliat

it raalces a dj.fi't)rcnce in the stand talcen, in the awareness, in the "venture

of abandon'iient" one is propared to make ,wiiethsr one does this, or - hide-

boiuid iDjr somo national i sm or provincio.liem - cloets not do it. The faot that

I did it, in any case did not mean thr.t I had fotmd it neoessary to canoel

or even extenuate anything a-S all of tiiat v/liioh l hacl cone to know formerly

in my study äs the one All-essential. '.Vhat it did moan for rae rather, vfas

the experienoing of the earnestness and joy of tieing vcaäey the Obligation

to widerstand thiB ae the one All-esaential for all the churchec in the One

Church^ and to learn to stand up for it, äs far äs thic can he my taak. I

am of eourse nolfblind to the fact that the radiuo of my personal acquain-

tance witJi the rerainder of the glohe is still a very modest one from a

modern point of view, and especially so aooording to American ideas. V/hy

have I not yet cowe to America in spite of kind invitatione ? Por the pre-

sent I have serioiia reasons whioh keep me hack, trat the space vvithin the

4ooo v;ords allotted to me here, does not sttffice for their explication. It

is true that I have also not yet journeyed to Japan and Uew Sealand, not-

v/ithstanding the faot that I have friends there and in other places who

read my tiooks and who, by the mediura. of their letters and ooairtmioations

and sometimes by their vislts äs well, keep me aware of thlngs going on

there. Who knows v/hat may be av;aiting me in the future? Kowever up till now

I have followecl the rule only to go travelling whsn a certain necessity,



- 5 -

olearly recognizable and obvious to me, turns up, and I intend to keep on

wlth the same course. Whoever wishes to BOB and hear me has to be very ex-

plioit ab out liis intentions in thia regard. Por the moment I oonsider that

it has alreaüy been excellent and profitable for ine to have come out from

within the narrow confines of ay earlier life, in so far äs thio has

oecuired.

A pa'njiful ohange which has oorae about in the last lo years haa b. en the

looing of a host o:" theological neighbours, co-\vorkers and frisuds whom I

still posseased in 1928, It v;as not by death tliat I lost them but sinply in

this, that the;̂  and I, little by little or all at onco, foimd oursolres un-

ablo to worl: any more together in the harmony of one nind and one spirit.

,e quite definitely got on different roads. We are still travelling those

difi'orent ro' ds to-day, and at the best can only greet one another from

afar. I cannot ooinplain, for I was privileged to keep enô igh of the old

friGilda and during the same tirae to find also ne\v friencls, in part rery

good new friends. 3u.t in the course of the decade I was raade to see very

cloarly that my life-v/ork seeas to bs wanting in a eertaln aocunialating

power, even more, that a certaii; explosive, or in any oase oentrifugal,

effeot seema to inhere in it. In the lo yeare follovring tue \,'orld V/ar my

friends and I had found eaoh other in what we thought, \vhat \ve v/illed to do

and what we vrere effeotivoly doing, in terms of oertain oppositions wo held

in ooni':ion and in terma of eertain goneral positionsj and \7e had believed

that we might give, oaoh to the other, ooni'idence and support. But äs the

sun went up - and this is what happened in the decade vre aro looking back

on now- those of these fellowshlps, vjhioh had not really becn fellovrahips

at all, were dissolved like the morning raist. It had to bo then, that Fried-

rich Go ;arten ahould develop into a ainister-loolobng nov? 3-erraan state theo-

iHg±sa3: logian. It had to be that Georg LIerz ahould work out his ovm sal-

vation in a half-patri .rohal half-pastoral oombination, with a bit of Luther,

a bit of Hitler and a bit of Blurahardt. It had to be that Emil Brunner

should turn to a new apologetio of his own inventing, and at the same time

throw hiraself into the arms of the Buchman Group-movement. Also among the



disciples I saw, here one quietly renain behind, there one rushing noisily

av;ay to I know not where. And rd.th.al it also had to come about that I on

my side got to he&r more or less lively grievances. As though I_ had not

remained faithful to the beginnlng origlnally in conraon to dl of us and

thus had not kept what I had once pronised - \vhereas i am oonscious of on-

ly having waUseä für the r on the v/ay then and there tegtin, and that'c the

sense of a v;ay and t>y doing so to have TDrought the grounda, the import and

the conaequenoes of that cominon Tjeginning, into a olearer light. '•„•'ho is

right nov/ ? 5?here would be not point in wanting tp quarrel over this. But

the actuality of the separations oannot bo denied. It might have toeen that

in 1928 Borne could atill be oi' the opinion that tlie so-called "dialectlcal

theology" ("Ba,rthianism'*D raoant a "sohool", a sohool tovrards whioh one

could taks up a stand sunmiarily äs Opponent or disciple. To~day, no one

v/ho wishes to talk res^onsiloly in these matters oan be apared from exami-

ning the poaaibilities in all this variety whioh have arisen on thie fiel

and consequently from letting hiraself be questioned by my foriaer oolleague

and by myself, man by man, for his ovm dooision. Oertainly we are all

sorry that we could not roake it easier for our oontaiaporaries, and especi-

ally for our American contemporaries who are always anxious to get the

;aost simple and rapid coursos of inatruotion i

If I now attempt to gatige in hov; far l have aotually changed in these last

lo yoars with reg. .rd to my work, then it aeems to ne to be posoible to put

the thing in a forraala : I have been oooiipied approximately eq.ually - and

at the saaie tirae, of course - with the deepening and the application of

that knowledge v,'hioh, in its main ehannels, I had before gained.

The deepening consisted in this. In these years I had to rid myself of the

last reranants of a philoaophioal, i.e. anthropological (one says in Amerio

"humanistic" or "naturaliatic") foundation and expositlon of Christian doc-

trine. She roal docuraent of this farewell is, in truth, not the much-read

broohure "ITein".1, directed against Brunner in 1934» but rather the book

about the Svidenoe for G-od of Anselm of Oanterbury which appeared in 1931.
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In  all  t  .e  number  of  my  books  I  regard  this  aa  the  one  written  with  the

greatest  fondness.  And yet,  in  America  it is  doubtlegs  not  read  at  all  and

oertainly  in  ilurope  is  the  least  read  of  any  of  my  vrorks.  Ehe  positive  in  t

nev<  v;as  this  :  in  these  yearo  I  had to  learn  that  Christian  StaucÄxiiixttJE

3SBa:iäXKHJMiiKxait£a!*XHEEtJS  doctrine,  if  1t  is  to  rasrit  its  narc.o  and if  it  is

to  build  up  tlie  Christian  Church  in  the  world  äs  she  niuat  needs be built

up,  has  to  be exelusively  and conclusivsly  cioctrine  of  Jesus  Christ  ­  of

Jesus  Christ,  äs  tlie  living  \Vord  of  God  spoken  to  ue  nion.  If  I  look  back

from  this  point  oa  my earlier  atudies,  I  may v;ell  ask  layself  ho>v  it  ever

casie  about  tliat  I  did  not  learn  tliis  so  mac5i  :;oonsr  and corraspondlngly

speak  it  out.  IIov;  alov/  is  aan,  above  all  v/hen  the  most  iraportant  things

are  at  stake  i  In  order  to  aee  and  tmctoratand  the  laeaning  ancl  bearing  of

the  change  v/hioli  therev.­ith  entered  my  v/ork  ,  the  l'irat  tv;o  vol'ames  of my

"Church  I)ot;i:iatics",  which  appeared  in  1932  and  1Q38,  v.äll  have  to  be  stu­
dieä  to  solle  extent.  (  You don't  \vant  to  read  ao  mach  ?  l'o  bo  sure,  I  ex­

aot  it  of  110  one.  T3ut  at  the  sarae  time  I  cannot  say  that  I  conoider  it

"cricket"  whsn  people  talk  about  sonething  witliout  having  proporly  otxidied

it.)  My  nev; taste  \VBB  to  take  all  that  has  been  oaid  before  and to  think  it

through  onoe  more  and  quite  otherwise  and  to  articulatc  it  LVIIGW 0.0  a  theol>

of  the  grace  of  C­od  in  Joaus  Chriot.  I  cannot  pass  ovsr  in  oilence  the  fac1

that  in  v/orking  at  this  task­  I  v;ould  lilce  to  call  it  o.  christological  co»

contration­  I  have  becn  led  to n oritical  (  in a. better  sense  of  the  vrord)

discu;.,3ion  of  Church  tradition,  and  äs  well  of  the  '.ueformera,  and  äs  well

of  Calvin.  And "i have  thereby  maile  the  discovei­y  that  I  can  say  everything

in  this  concentration,  far  more  clearly,  unam'bi,'jUously,  siraply  and more  in

the  \vay  of  confeasion  and at  the  same  time  a^lo  mach  inore  freely,  openly

and  coiaprshensi^ly,  than  I  oould  ever  say  it  before  ­  beforo,  nanely,  v.iaen

I  had boen  at  least  partly  harapered,  not  so  mach  by  the  Church  tradition,

äs  by the  egg­shells  of  a pliilosophical  systsaatio.  I  am well  awai­e  that

this  change  did  not  by  any means  ploaae  a  good  niany.  I  have  been  reproache

Vi'ith  havirig  comviletely  vfithdravm  behind  P,  "Chinese  v/all"  and  coii3eq.uently

become  "sxtremely  uninteresting".  'fliia  latter  juügeraent  c;uno  out  of  Ameri­



ca i lo such a statenent there is scarcely anythin^ left for me to say.

But I cannot help saylns this, that from my sldc of things the affair of the

Chinese V/all is "extreraely anigmatloal", j?or, strangaly enoû li, it has been

preoisely in tliis decade, and thus in the course of thio Chance, that I have

found time and disposition for things, wlrich quite patently have nothing to

do with withdravving noaliind Olijjiese \7allj I have foimcl tiae anu disposition,

e.g. to occupy myse3.f imioh nore than j.'ormsi'ly \vith tuiiversal (1C':.'istoof.;o«

acUiohte"; on t\vo joimiüys to Italy, to Ist the olassioal antiquity speak

to ?ae äs it had never rlone before; to gain a new rolationship to öoetlie,

among others; to read oouiitlesa novels- a good raany of thea fron those

first -rate producerts o:f the lünslish cletootiv-novel iiterature ; to become

a very bad but vory paasionate horssinan, etc.i T do not think that I evor

lived more gaily, just in the roal every-day v/orld, than precisely in this

tiiue, v;hich brought with it for ray theology v.'hat appeared to Jiany to be a

monkish concentrntion. I have no idea which diagnoais the psychologists

v/oulcl apply tp ras on the baais of these fac Ja. .And I imsb aliaost fear that

serious Christians v.dll doubt v/hather the change clii.ring this time really

has oonsiated in a "dcepening" with nie. But ba that äs it may and let TSS. one

constrae it äs he v/ill. 5?he fact is that the dan^er of falling into an ab-

atract negation oi' the vjorld - into whioh some have apparently already seen

me fall - has never been less my anxietjf than it is to-day. Ratlier I mast

set it dovm äs fact that, in these last lo years, I have becone, at the

same time . veî y mach more churohly and very imich more v;orldly.

'J?he a-oplication I had to make stand in the dosest possible conüection \vith

the already mentioned nano Ilitlsr. Just about thio same time in 1928y I

sattä sät at this same disli in ;.-. sraall iiouse of my ovvTi in ^linater in \7est-

phalia - a "russian profoasor and, after seven yaars spend at that time in

Gernany, nearly on the point of becomins something like a "good German".

But ügain seven Jfears later, 1935, during v;hioh time l had moved over from

;/itinster to Bonn, I had bsen discharged from my exoellent teaching-work there

and to-day find myself, like a mariner temporary rescued out of the gale,



_ g _

here  in  r.iy  native  city,  Basel.  In  that  forraer  tlrae  I  v/ould  never  have

drearaed  it.  Doubtlese  lietv/een  that  tlme  and to­day  a  oonslderc>,ble  ohange

of  ray  stand  and  aotion  ha s  talcon  piaco:  not  vd.th  regard  to  the  rseaning  and

uirection  of  my  aoo r~ulated  knovrlodge  but  rather  with  regard  to  its  app!4­

ca­iiion.  And for  this  c.lmnge  T  am  i'.­.do'btGd  to  the  "Führer"J  V/hat  happened  ?

Pirat  of  0.11 tiiis  hapoencd  ­  and  tliia  o:ie  mutr'ü  liavu  oloarly  in  uiind  v;hile

seeing  the  v/hole  ­  a  gi.'jantie  revelatlon  of  }itraan  lying  and tirutality on

the  orie  hand,  anjd  of  huiKin  stupidity  and  fear  on  the  otliar  .  And then  thia

liappened  :  tlie  Gemian  Churoh  ,  t o  \7hieh  I  lielonged  aa rae'iber and teaolier,

in  the  sinrt.­.er'  of  1933 ;;ot  into  the  greateet  danger,  for  her  dootrine  and

order,  of  fallins  into  a  nev;  heresy  otrangely  mln;;l9d  out  of  Chrlstianity

and  G­ernan  Uationality,  aiiöl  of  coining  imder  tho  lordship  of  the  ao­oalled

"German  Ohriatiang"^  a  danger  prompted  Tsy  tho  aiiocersses  of  National  Social­

ism  and  the  Suggestion  power  of  its  ideas.  Ai'id  it  he.^pened  further,  that

tlie  repraeentations  of  ths  other  theologioal  aohoolo  and  tendenoiss  in
G­ermany  ,  Liberal,  3?ietist,  Confas:  ional,  Bitlicist,  who  had  beforo,  in

Opposition  to  y,ie,  put  so  mach  weight  on ethios,  sarctifisation,  Christian

life,  practical  deoiaion  etc.,  nov*  in  part  openly  affirraefl  that  heresy and

i;j  part  tool: up a  stransely  neutral  and tolerant  attituds  to  it.  And it

haptiened  fui­ther  th.?.t  I  myself,  \vhen  f;o  raany  agr.^ed  and  no  one  soriously
protested,  could  not  very  \7ell  teep  ailent  but  had  to  un3.erta.ke  to  call  out

to  the  iEtperilled  chui­ch  the  thing  v.'hiob  v/as  neoesoary.  All  that  vras  indeed
v;hat  in  Araerica  ic  called  an  "expsrienoe"  arid  is  äs  such  so  highly  regarded

there.  But  just  vßiat  v­as  tlie  Situation  vrith  regs.rö.  to  this  "experienoe"?

IE  that  first  series  of  paniphlets  " .'heologische  Jüxiatenz  heute",  I  had stil

in  June  1933, nothing  escentially  nov;  to  oay  .  I  said  rather  at  that  time

just  that  v.'hioh  I  had  alv/ays  strlven  to  say,  namely  :  that  beside  God  v;e

can  h:~ve  no  other  gods,  that  the  Eoly  hpirit  of  tho  Seriptures  ia  enough  to

guide  the  Clmroh  in  all  truth  and that  the  graco  of  Jesus  Christ  is  all­

sufficient  foi­  the  forgiveness  of  oar  sins  and  the  ordoring  of  our  lives.

But  now  suddenly  I  had to  say  just  this  in  a  Situation  v/höre  it  could no

more  have  the  alighteat  vestige  of  o.n  acadeiaio  theory.  Ilather  without my
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wanting it, or doing anything to fscilitate it, just this had of neces-

sity to take on the charaoter of a surrmons, a challenge, a battle-cry,

a confesciion. Hot I havo^ changed, but v/hat has changed, and in tre-

mendous proportions changed, has been the room and the rssonance of the

roora in \vhioh I have had to speak. The ensuing repetition of that doc-

trine and teaohing becawe -of its own accord - and at the so.me tirae and

paralleling the accomplishment of its deepening in this new room -

practioe, deoision, action. And so one day, above all to my ovni aurprise,

I fotmd myself standing in the very aidst of church-politics, enga^ed

in co-\vork in the doliberations and dsoisions of the "Confessional

Ohurch" v/hich had been asBembllng ainoe 1934. Vol-untarily, and not al-

wnys aocording to the clecires of ray Germs-n friends, I oontinued this co-

v/ork frora S..itaerland and intend to keep on vrith it. V/hat v/as and \vhat

is at stake ? üimply this, to hold fast and in a oonpletely new \vay to

understand and practise the tmth that (Jod Stands above all gods, and

that the öhnrch in "Volk" and sooiety has, •ander all circuastances, and

over against the otate, her O'wn task, proclamation and order, detorrained

for her in the Holy ücriptures. Despite the fact that many in the Con-

fesaional Ohuroh still to-üay will not aee and adiuit it, it oould in

reality turn out in no other \vay than that just this truth of the Church,

in the roora of ±iiK national docialism, ĥould come to signify not only

a "reli^ious" dscision, not only a decision of Church policy, but also

ipso facto a political decision. A politioal deoioion, namely, againat

a ötate \vhich äs totalitarian ü̂ -te cannot recognize any taslc, proclama-

tion and order other than its ovm nor acknowledge any other :ÖIKH God than

it itself, and v/hich therefore in proportion to its development had of

necessity, in like proportion to go "ver to the oppression of the Christ-

ian Church äs such, and the suppreasion of all human right and freedom.

Ajid behlnd this lieresy, which V;RS penetration into the Church, there

stood fro-n the very beginning the one who then soon stepped out äs the

far more dangerous adversary, the one hailed at the beginning, not least
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from so üiany Christians, äs deliveror and saviour - Hitler, in himself

and äs such national Sooialism. The chureh-theologioal oonfliot bore in

itself the politioal confliot, and it is no i'ortuitous happening that

this former rovealed itself more a,nd more äs a politioal conflict. Be-

cause I could not hide this fact from rnyself and others, because I

could not very well begin my lectures in Bonn v/ith the salutation to

Hitler, and becauoe I coulä not very well swear an nnconditioned oath

of allegiance to the "Führer", äs I should liave to do äs holder of a

state-ofi'ice, I los'-- my position in the Service of thia State and was

forced to quit G-ermany. Heanwhile the anti-Christian and therefore

a.nt:.-human esoence of National Sooialism revealed itBolf > >ore and more

distinctly, and at the same time äs well, its influenoe ovor the re-

mainder of Eiirope alarnilingly incrcased its proportions. 2he lie and

brutallty, and äs well the stupidity and fear grew, and have long sinoe

grown far tioyond the frontiers of G-ermany. And .Burope does not wider-

stand the danger in v.'hich it standj. Y.liy not ? Because it does not ixnder-

otand tho I'irst Oomraandiaent. Because it does not see that national So-

oialism aeans the conocious, radical and systematic tranagressing of

just this Pirnt Oo-aimandment. And beoause it does not see that this

•6ranagreBBionf booause it is sin against God, drags the oorruption of

the nations in its walce. So it came about of its own accord, that I had

to pereevere, äs well in Sv/itiserland, in my Opposition to national So-

cialism for the salce of the preservation of the true Ohurch and the

,to.Et ijtate - anö 011 that acoount I am labelled a sort of "public enemy

nuraber l" in Gerrnany, and must see all mj,r writlngs put on the index of

forbidden bootes. Dtiring the OaechoBlovaM.au crisis I sent a lettor to

Professor Hromadlca in Prague, In which I had written that at the

Boheraian frontier was to be defended not only the freedom of Surope,

but also that o±' the Christian Church. This letter has brou{.;ht doT.Ti

upon ma --anif estations of v/rath, or of anxious "discretion", frosi raany

countries, and ospeoially of oourse from .lermany. I hope v/e do not have

to walze up too late and too painfully out of this sleep in which, in



­ 12 ­

Company  with  many  othera,  the  Christian  ciroles  äs  well  in  the  countries

of  Surope,  still  think  they  are  allowed  to  indulge  thetaselves.  People

have  beeil  very  aatoniahed  about  the"change"in  my stand,  and not  least in

so  far  äs  the  "chan^e"  belongs  in  thio  oonnection.  They  were  astonished

firat  when  I  began  to  beco'oie ohuroh-politloalf  and  thon  very  muoh  more

astonißhed  \vhsn  I  begn.n  to  becorae  üireotly  politioril.  But  I  v/o'ulcl  llke

to  foe  allor,'od  tc  say  that  anyone  who  really  3aia\v  ^ie  fcefore  cowld  not  now

te  really  so  very  muoh.  astoniBhod.  I  have,  in  espocial,  nover  called

good  that  o Inous  Iratheran  doctrino  aocording  to  v;lioee  teaohing  tliere

woulcl  T)eloii£  to  the  life  of  the  State  a  "lav.­  of  oelf­cleterraination"

(Elgengeae'tBliclLteiii)  indopendent  of  the  proclasiation  of  the  G­ospel  and

rot  to  130  toaoliod  loy  it.  I  thinlc,  rä'tor  äs  v/ell  äs  hefore  ny  ohange,

that  tho  majosty  of  C­od,  the  oschatologioal  charaotor  of  the  v/liole

Christian  ineasage  anä  the  preaohing  of  tho  Cospol  in  ito  purity  äs  teing

the  solo  tciisk  of  the  Christian  Clrarch  ,  £..re  tho  thotir;hts  whioli still

form  the  haart  of  lay  tlieoloyical  teaohiny.  i'aid  the  a'batraot,  trans­

cendont '. öd,  sr̂ :o:KCTiE2teäK£stsxasH±E;HOTKKSStEi;:::;5!ps3ZK  v;ho  doec  not

take  care  of  the  real  man  ("G­ofl  is  all,  rriO.ii  is  nothingj"),  "*­e  ah

esohatological  av;aitin0(  vrithont  eigni:?io.anoe  for  the  precont,  and  the

j\iat  aa  abatrr'.c't;  Chuj.'di,  o^oupie'!  oaly  v.'ith  this  tranrjcendont  G­od,  and

separated  froM  State  and  nociety  by  an abyss  ­  all  that  e:nisted,  not

in  my  head,  but  onlj  in  tlie  heads  of  nany  of  my  ree^dors  and  cspecially

In  tho  het­.do  of  tlione  v/ho  havo  v/ritten  reviev/a  and  evon  v.'hole  books

about ii9,  That  I  have  not  alwr.ys  succeecled,  in  forr.ior  tiriea  and äs  v/ell

to­dajr,  in  exproBsing  uysolf  in  a  isanner  compiehenaible  to all,  is  a  pari

of  the  suilt  v»'hioh  I  have  oertainly  above  all  to  iopute  to  m(iyeelf,  vfhe

I  see  nyself  n­ai'roimded  by  so  mich  nnger  pjid  confusion.  Boes  the  change

fiotiiafced  in  me  concern  «aiything  other  than  jviet  this  :  that  the  practi­

oal  rclovanoe,  the  atmggle  and  the  confessional^oharaoter  of  my thoo­

logical  tsachin^  ­  vrtiich  had  always  ju.at  that  at  ita  hec.rt,  and still

haa  ­  has  booome  viaible  to  many,  und  now for  the  firat  tirae  to  most,

againat  the  backgrouad  of  a  time  uhich  has  taken  ahape  just  throu^h
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national  DocialismS  Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  many,  to  whom  it  aeesned

that  I  was drawlng  an  empty  bow  for  the  aheer  aport  of  it,  I  have  quite

apnarently  had  an  arrow  on  the  string  and have  taten  a  shot.  It  would

be  v/ell  if  some,  looldag  on  v/hat  haa  happened,  woulC.  nov;  at  last  com­

prehend  how  the  T/hole  thing  waa  raeant  lont;  tisforej  Have  I  now,  all  on

a  öudien  1)eco.me  an  aotivist,  a  'bolievine  cleaocrat,  oz'  soiio  sort  of B,

"Crttsade"preaclier  ?  /vnd  v^ae  I  perhaps  liefore  a  quietist,  utterly  lack­

ing  in  dscision  and deed  ?  \Vhat  is  that  all  about  ?  ilatthew  11  } 16 •  19?

ooinetiae  or  otb.er  in  the  future  (perhapa  even  soon)  Hitler will  110

longer  lie  vvith  us,  and  then  also  inj  afetitu.de  and  function  v/ill  have no

more  neecl,  or  in  any  oase  not  aa  to­day,  of  the  oertain  lurldly  oon­

tradiotory  and  oppoEiint;  character  whioh  it  needa rau.at_ have  to­day. And

will  I  then  have  to  propare  eone  sort  oi' another  surpriae  for  my  friend­

ly  and imfriondly  judges  ?  Or ahall  it  then  "De  poosi'ble  for  me,  be­

latedly  to  ::iake  olearer  to  thea  what  to  the in  soems  so  füll  of  contra­

clictiona  in  vvhat  I  did  yesterday  and am doing  to­day  ?  I  do not  know.

This  way  or  that  v  am of  the  Iiope  that  it  may  üSKXKfas  atill  be  ^iven

to  me to­raorrow  ­  under  perhaps  once  more  very  muoh  changed  circum­

atances  ­  to  ho  i  uiiova'ble  tut  also  movalole,  aiovable  "but  alao  imnova'ble.

Ilowever  I  am glad  not  to  have  been  aalted  here  for  a  picture  of  the

future,  1938­1943 i  l'he  "ax\tobiographical  "  anawer  to  the  cj.uestion  put

I  conaider  to  have  ansvfered,  and  thua  to  have  effected  the  desired

"Tarergon".

Basel,  Deoember  1938.  Karl  Barth  .


