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Near Profes=0r Barth,

Allow me in the first place 1o
yish you and your wife and children and your sister in law
yrom 1 oremender also with pleasure,a very Hapny New Year.

_ 1 wasg very comipotrted that you hnad no serious
objection with the ar-icle on "Warl Barth at Home" even
thouzh I $0°k the liosgrty of say a word adoubt your nonme.
As you say, the peopls of this country like these honely
tg%cnaal which show that Profesrors of Theology are human
after all, |

_ _The article led to some correspondence and
criticism of your views which 1 answered in a long
article wnichh gave satisfactvion. 1 nave had since .
com unica*ions from Canada aocout it, The British Weekly
has a wide circulation in 1.5.4 and Canada.

The publighers of the Briftish Weekly who are
1aportant puoclishers of theclogical books have asked me
to suomit Tor consideration material for a small pook of
37,007 words which they would like to punlign in spring on
"Karl Barth and the Preacher", They want the nmateria
immediately,as the spring will soon e hers. 1t 1s Dot
meant to be a scientific treatment of your Theology b
rather your mes-age to the Preacher. We are a practical
people, and what peo?le wallt te kaow is "ls ZThils a i
preachacle theology?" So wuch of our preaching is of the
sudbj=ctive psychological type and there is a sense of
dissatisfaction and a desire for something ovjective and
authoritative,

I am at the present moment trying to put together
the material required,as 1 oelieve that you E&VE a gre&%
mes~age to Jive to the Preacher here and our preachers

ought to know it. My treatment will be entirely

sympathetic to your point of view. 1 shall not go into

any questions of criticism, 1f 1 mention any points along
which development nay yet take place in your views it

will simply be to show that I have not swallowsd your
mes-age 1n a wholesale uncritical fashion,

Now 1 come to a reguest which ] am to venture to
make, Yau were good enough to speak kindly of some
of my writing about your work and especially you sald
that you had uszd 1t in London to explaln 1o gome
T, lighfriends your atritude to the Word of God.

1t would help enormously first to get the
oock accepted oy Hodder and Stoughton, and sscondly to
gecure a circulation for it if you would consent to
write a short note for insertion as a Preface.

Tf-you~were to-sdy that you know mé, that 1
have deen with you im Bona, in your clas: room, that




;J
b

you have read some thinzs which I have written and that
you oelieve 1 am  helping to interprs your views to
the Tnylish speaking vor 1 , 1f further you would say

in the nete what you said to me that you had made some
use of my writing to explain in Fnglishyour views it
qould de a very grest favour inderd,

The gquestion people will ask is, " Is this
a corr-ct presentation of Warl Barthrs teaching?". "Would
Barth agre~ with itr",

' 1 am  not avle to send you my M.S. as it is
still in the making, out 1 could {ater let you see it
in proof if accepted oy the punlisher.

One purpose 1n nmy writing now is that 1 an
undertaking to deliwer my 1,9 to the puolisher within a
fortnight, and 1f 1 could at the same time zend a
let'er from you it would hel% tremendously.

The scheme which I am Tollowing id as fol .ows:
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Karl Barth
—aud |
Th& Preacher,

1. Chapter. Karl 3Barth'S Spiritual Pilgrinage.
DESCriiing the state oI thoology in the
days preceding the war, the eflect of the

war, your trainlaz under Her:mann in
Harouryg, and how your ways came (o
difrer, ., vour readiné of Kierkegaard,
Dostojewski etc Alse  The Reforma%icn
Triters -Calvin and Luther. 4

L1 "A pbomo on the playground of the Tieologians" (Karl Adan)
The puolication of the oock on Romans and the
sequel, Gotringen, Marourg, Bonn.

I11 Barth as a Witness to the Word of God.
your views ol THa 7Tord ol God as in

NCgmatik 1. The Jesus of History etc., Your views.
V. Sarth's Chal lenge 1o his Teachers

o]
Challenge of Schleie rmacher and modern
Theology. Relizion. The Church.

V. Barth's Call to the Preacher. Ad Fontes
l.to the lost wonder of the Bible

2. to the lost sense of sin, ,

5. to the lost objective salvation,

4. to the lost R©thics of Grace.

5  to the lost Eschatolozy of the n.T.

V1 "A Pinch of gpice™ ( Ein Bisschen Zimt),
pEtoEring—up—the geweral mes-age and closing
wLth "Barth himself as a Pre.cher" asil lustrated




in your own sermons, answering the Juestion of the
preacher "What dif:erence wou?ﬁ this make upon uy
preaching?™"

You se- 1t needs to oe popular for the English speaking
world which is not 80 "wissenschaftlich angelegt" as the
Germa 1s.

If you have anytiing to say agiiast the general scheuwe
1 =nould oe pleased Lo know if€.

iy onz oojsct in wishing to do this is the
conviction that you have a reéal and great message to
give us if 1t can d2e "ot across"™ as “he Americans
say.
1 should lixge to ask you a question.,

In Hoyle's bonk on "The Teaching of Karl Rarth" 3
zo0d deal 1s made of your life and work ag a journalist
and the ioflusrce 1t has had upon your mind and style?

1 d0 not knowv whers Hoyle got this but I h ve mt
seen 1t referred to elsevhsre and 1 think it must be
exagrerated. You canrot have been very long in religious
jeurnalism,
Also is one permitted 10 know when the second vol.
Nogmatik 11 is likely to appear?

1 apologise for this long letrer onut I
understandthat you are pursuing your studies in

English. o ‘
1f you are kind enough to write a short note for
me  you can do 1t in German, and 1 can translate 1%,
unles: you special .y wish to do it in Eaglish.
With knindregards and grestings

I am
yours sincer ly,

‘yju« me Cghmacﬂ%




