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My Dear Dr. Bartht

Thankg you for your kind letter whlch you took the time to
write me in the midet of your very busy echedule.Thank you also
for the picture which you eent me.It will appear in THE PULPIT,
an Interdenominational magazine which hae a wide clrculation
among the clergy and Intellechuals in the Unlted States,
Canada and evan Britam. It also goes ae far- as China,

Alaska, the Philllpine Islande, etc.It wilk appear wlhh your
sermon: The Needy Lasarusg.

I am happy, that you were pleased witn you sermon and the
Gewand" and Unmgebung of the Messenger.l trust that I Bept the
gpirit of your germon and that 1ts translation wae
satlsfactory. The MESSENGER circulates among the Retormed
clergy especially in the Eastern part of the Unltes Shahee
in the vie*nlty of Philadelphia and Lancaster.
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.‘ I am buey translating scme of your other sermons. I am at the
ok Easter germon found in %xomm Schospfer Gelat, which I want to
publish either in the MESSENGER or im some other magazine
with a larger 1ist of readers,It 1s an especlally good esermon,
>1 have written to the Chr. Kalser Verlag to see if they would
not give me permigeslon to translate that whole volume of
germons in Komwm Schoepfer Gegists I realy think
that the bodk of germons would give a wider impact upon the
clergy that Dr. Horton's hook. I stilihave your permiesion,
d6 T not? For the next few weeks I am especially buay,
T Hﬁpe to have enough time do do this tranelating by ﬁenﬁecoah.

You will paraon my writing in English. The German 1a. 8o
difficult for me.,I wae in Chicago the other week., I dld not

get to see Profemsor Pauck.I gsensge your disappointment with

hie book. In our Seminar at Butler Univerelity we

@lscuseed hie book, and I gave them my impressions. You will

" be surprised to see, delighted tool,=- thatthe members of the

‘ : Seminar do not agree with Pauck, and that all of them are )
keA 433,44 ardent dlsciples of your maln impact. Here and there, eSpecclky






among the clergy, notb the intellectuals, there ie a gropiug for
what you have brought #o light go vigorously. We will have ta te
,eaved from our nalvete, from our methodslmiﬁ

That 1e our trouble. We do. not have social experience enough.
We are still so Bmmersed in the method of things.We have

not yet felt the depthe of 1ife, The dualism of 1ife has

not yet become a reality. The differnce between us and God ie ¥
gtill eo nalve, so unﬂiecerneﬁ.That 1g why we have no gense

of sin, and wher«there ig no sense of sgin there is no sense of
God, of the need for graoe, of a Mediator, etc.v

Now yrofessor Pauck 1ives in a very liberal atmosphere.
Chicafio University is extremely liberal. e has to say
something critical or ke would not have kept his reputation!!!
That 1s the way I lookl at 1t.He_is suspected of comgervative
leanings, =-in fact, he 1g’ the mogt poiiﬁive man in Ghicago.
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I wish I had time to tell you about the theological aituahion
over here, We do have a lot of Methodism, which bases
its theology upon experience, and 1& undergirded by the
pergonalism , the idealism, of Boston University, whoee
chief theologians was Bowne, who studied in Germany with
Lotze. Now you can underetand 1ts 1deallem,There s much
of that influence over here.Idealistic and eocialistic.f
The Influence of Rauschenhusch 1g gtill strong.That
i1g not realistic enough. The extreme 1llberals have loet
thelr metaphysical Grund. For that reasson they do not have
a strong Gospel to preach, Sie haben keilnen Standpunkt.
There iIes much Fundamettalism, especlally among the Lutherans,
and some Presbyterians and Baptisbﬂ, egpeclally in the South,
o Z0UR MAIN TROUBEE I8 THAT IN MOST CASES THEOLOGY HAS
fﬁ # BECOME T00 SIMPLE, Die Theologle 1sb zu einfack gemacht,
wit wollen nicht paradoxigch sein/’/ Das kommt noch, wenn wir
eingehen dase uneger Idealismus nieht stark genug ist
ﬁé ung aus aww ungerer Hoelle zu erretten! Wir haben Yott
gefangen genommen in unaer In%bllecktualliemus.
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But you must rest asegurdd that the book which ies most read in
America and ig regarded as the best introduction to the Theology
of Crigie 18 that by Dr, McConnehle, There are glgne on the
horizon of our theological 1ife. come are turning to
Phenomenology, going to Europe tostudy with HusgerL. Many are
turning to Tillich.A genge of futility is taking hold of

many. Economic disturbances are turning many to God.Everywhere
there 1g a senee of despair, wondering, lnsecurity.

. Subjectiviem g driving ue into bankrupecy. So while the
outloosk seems so shallow, so peychologucal, yet, the ministers
and the laity are turning to Reality. I think A BOOK OF
SERMONS WHICH WE MIGHT PUT INTO THE HANDS OF THE MINISTER
WOULD HELP MUCH TO GIVE US FAITH. I hope that you will
allow me to tranelate that 1ittle volume:Komm Schoepfer
Gelst,-or the other one tSuchet Gott., Which one would

- you prefer? S
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What will the next two monthe hring forth?Versaillaa mugt be re-
vised, and many feel it, American will have to pay her ghare of
the war! Der Weltgeelt 1st verkehrt, Und wir sind nicht von
Natur FPriedenskinder!Was aus dem Weseten noch wird macht unsg
asengetlich. :

N\
¥ gk QS\QQS’{
o gy,

Now I must cloee. Schrelben Sie wenn Sie Zelty haben, Gott lebt!
Tr will in ung leben,-aber wir gind zu selbetgenuegeam! Das Kreutz
iet noch das ferz ungeres liben Gottes! Mit Gugee! .




{?

N.B.May I add another note. Thig letter hae not heen completed
and I ethll want to a’d a few thinge.* trugt you do not

mind my writing ig Yerman? I had to learh German, My Father's
folkes came from the vieinity of Diensthausén, or Wunderthaugen,
or gome such place. My Mo ther's folke came from Kiel.

30 between Plattdeutech and Darmetatter, I had to learn

high Yerman!!Some day we want to come back to vialt,

Not thig year, but next yearm if timeg are a bit more gecure.

Now as to your coming over here! I have changed my mind.

You need a rest add a vacation, and a trip would offer just
that. Perhg@e next year. There ought tobe a change for the
better by nex¥ year. You are wekcome at our ouse. And "X
assure you that I can have an interested group of minlaters
to hear you when you come.Even 1f your English ie not fluent,

St

yet thera are enough folks here who know your thought and with

s e,

a look_at tHa MS.a day or eo before, could translate fPeely as 4o

R R P

without losing any of your vigor.

Now I have a létter from Frofesor Pauck this morning.

Regt assured, Pauck hae your impactm but he has to be go
ticareful to take men along with him in the liberal atmpephere

of Chigagh. I feel as if he has not done Justlce to you,

and there ars many others ton.We muegt not fight or even

fiddle about 1ittle thinge when Rome 1g burning. I will

tell ¥auck that when gae him. ‘

An article of mine was published yesterday in the CHbtatlan
Century about whether the Protestant sermon can llve,
Unless It lets God direct 1t, and unless 1t confronts men
with the reallty of God, it will go the way of all flesh.

I expect to recieve many letters about i1t In the next few
days.Perhppe L can have a copy eent you ag soon as
arrangemen te can be.made.

“Again,-if I can succeed in translating that Xomm Schoepfer
Gelet, or Suchet Gott, would you advise me to do so? :
The Chr. Kaueger Verlag would have gomething to say.

But I am sure that the book would be read by qulte a numher,
but L would have to tralpelate it more freely go as to make

it eaey to read. ‘ ‘

Now I mvé%zclbae.l again beg your pardon for writing in
English and I trust that you are well and that your work
1eg ot111 ag interegting to you as 1t 1e to us who follow.

I wiegh I had thme to tell you about life over here.

T feel convinced that a new objectivity le couming.

Heore and there wolces are being raleed that are elgns,

e are realizing that we cannot impréson God in our little
forma. We must free Him and let Him rule.

. _ . _
So I cloee , with the wieh that God = cholcest blessings

may be yours and that the beauty of our God may be upon Yyou
.and yours to bless and ineplre.

Most eincerely yours,
. e




