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Hederslev, Sept., 3rd, 19325.

Yy desr Bishops =
First of all I must ersin thenk you for our good cooperetion ot
Coewby. .

Peetor Koechlin told me, thet e reletive of his, who livea ot
¥ilano, hat been et BRle recently; he wee quite estonished thet ot
Switzerlend the wer with Abyssinle wes spoken of ss e porslbility = to
him 4t was already a feot. I think this is s good expression ol the
feeling in Itelye. It is terrible. But I shell write no more sbout
that; by the tiwe you receilve this letter you wlll xnow thinge wullil

vhich to me to-day ers still uncertein.

Tnie imuense orisis is epl 1o push other queations into the booue-
ground. But 1t 12 our duty still to do the things that ere belore
us. Therefore I will tell you whet I heve lesrned sbout the Church
situstion in Geraony. I em efrald, 1t will be rather o loap story

Ang perhope it is beet thet you do not tske this leotter into Ger, -

Koechlin hed been on e hplidey end did not know very muche Eeclkel
on hls way to Chamby hed esked Koschlin to meet him at the station;
Eeckel hed been rether nervous sbout whet wes golng to be done et
Chenbye

Kerl Berth wes not ot Bele, but T sew his Integsste friend
lhurney-zen; elso Irom Koechlin I ppt some informstion ebout hil.
You remember, thet before CUhristmes he wes sentenced to dismissel,
but eppesled to g higher court, snd so the nmetter reueined,~uncertain
for some months. In the meentime negoticdolons were cerried oa sbout
crecting a cholr es professor ior him et Bfle. Tn e conversation
s high offfclel told him, thet there wes some opposition prsinst
tii in Switzerlend, beceuse he wee grid to be s strong entimiliterist.
berth snswered, thket Iin hls younper yesrs he hed been so, but now ke
found 1t quite neturcl for Switzerlend to protedt hersell; he sdéed,
thet he even could understend, if they would fbrtt=#% thelr noriisra
frontier. This uttercnce cems into o Swies psper and croused much

prnoyence in Germnny}elao in the Confesslionel Cnurch. “hurasycen

Kk ARG L (T ;

o —————— e

ﬂ



seid, that Berth deplofbd to heve to leave his disciples, who wfere
now in the tire in Germeny. Thurneysen =lso shpwed me Herth's letter
of farewell to thie friends. It wes rether bitter end rovesled tTre
inner conflicts in the Confesrionel Church. There had Teen plons
sbout Barth becoming o professor st e seminery for fwture pestors

of the Confessional Church in Germeny. Serth then bed seld, ther they
must give him é definite offer, but this hed not come by the tiue

of his diemissal, end therefore he hed to accept tne professorship

ot Bfle. Ho hed the fwpression, thet meny looked upon him es belingz
resh snd dengerous; he hed been ssked.not to teke part in the Synod
ot Augsburpg. He found the position teken there too timid. At the ead
of the letter he spoke sbout pditice: I heve always repudleted tie
actuel government; n lonp time I kave been rether reticent, which I
now regret, slthough politics sre perheps not my tusiness, beins o
Swiss. But how, he asked, oen the Confesslonsl Church pgain sné s_o2is
sizply proclaim their loyelty? I know, thet meny think sbout the
Nazis just ps I dos How cen they eglways repeet Rom«XIII? Aﬁ 17 Geve
meny wes £till e state for eetsblishing right (ein Rechtsstaet) in
accordence with the conception of St.Peul. Are there no other prsee-piz
fn the Scriptures ebout the Stete then Rom.XIII? Is norhine szid in
the Apocslypse? Do not the Peelms prey ageinst unjust rulers?

In Germony I tried to sg _gertein s little ebout the politic
situetion. But 1t is very difffcult. Officislly of course ell fs well.
But well informed people ssy, thet there ies much dissatisfacticn nad
triaed to prove it by pointing to the herd new meesures of the Govorne
went apalnat the Jews, the Roran Cothplics end the Conservetives
(Stehlhelm, Student's corporetions). Some trustworthy peoplo cotid,
thet in non-Nezl circles it waa/rééarded as certein, thet the lpzic
themselves hed put fiy§ on the Relahstep, end that July 3o th 193l
they hed k}lled e let of people who hed s dengerous knowledpe. But
I remerk expressly thet my sources ebout these things ere not thre
Confessionel peopl%ﬁt which I met at Hennover. There ve only tousced
upon politics, when it was ebsolutely necessary for dlscussing tic

t
situstlion of the Churche. Itheppened to arrive in the midet of thne vip

Conference of the Confessionel Churchg with [;000 members, :ore of them




then I hod expected, wpre the Svestice es indlicetion, thet they

belonged to the officil Nazl Perty.
They hed wished to have their meetings in the blpg Stedtn-lic,
Thet hed been grented by the local anthoritied, but rofused by orice
from Berlin. So they hed simulteneocus wmeetings in two tig Churches.
The leader was not Mehrerens, but Rev.Hawburg, who eleso 15?2?2 Yor-
l3ufipe Leitung, an old friend of mine from the Student lovenesnt.
the first evening I listened to en edfess by Niexdller. fusturg

hed akked me to say & I'ew words, I end I hed prosised to do so the
next dey. Rerr von Thedden=Trigloff, who wes in the chigir that eveniagz
officially welcoxed me ond the eudlence rose. I wes pgled, thet I rcod
not lmuedietely to reply after Niamﬂller@ speochs It wegs/very sikc.u
sble peper, end he is singulerly elogquent. But his subjlect wes: “iis
inaer power of e soldter", end in hie utterences thers wee nore ol
tre snolent submerine oificer then I could agree to. Ter, he saldld,
wos en immense evil, snd we must bless all work for nesce. Sut in
this world of £in we must be prepered for wer, and kaherx thersfors
we must epprove of conscription bgving been reesteblished. But wicy

can glve g soldier the inner pover? %e, who fourht in the war to

the bitter snﬂ, mow, that pahriotiam end enthusiesm l2 not cnourh.
In summer 1918 the ohsplains tried to cell forth our reserves of nauin
" rorer, but felled. The Germen people now, he througcht, wes in e
rerellel situstion to 1913. (This essertion of course firet seemcd
very strenge. Leter I hed testimenies, thet now meny Nezileeders are
neerly in despsir, utterly diseppointed, heving ell the externel
power, but not the power of the spirit).

One of the mein objeots of NiemBllers speach was to refute the
pseertion of modern heethendom, thet Christisnity weskens wen's
courage and to prove, thet fust the faith In God enpenders such coursg;
08 oxemples he quoted Luther end two prest genersls, who hnd etucﬁ
to thoeir faith egeinst the current tendencles of their sre: "ZListen
(a pruseien generel) in the period of Retionelism end Findeaburpg in
the period of Alired Rosenberg".

Tbe next morning I listened to en exellent biblicel lecture by

Huxburg end e peper by Asmusaen on the messege of Jesus es gn educstie




onel force (sble, but & little ertifical, strongly Berthlen). Tren i

convepsed & greeting from tne Oecumenical Movement end spoke on Zphe.III.

1h-21.

The wmeetinge e2 e whole ufade a fevoureble impression; the con=-
greatlons wera ssrnest, the singing powerful. Tne w¥nole tendency was
oonstfuctiva, theological end edifyfing. But of course the coafliot
in the Church wes elwoys the beckground, for instende st the leoture
of Humbur%/ on Hume ATIT: the faith slweys loalkdto God, unbelled
to the powerful fges. .,

On the oecumenical problems I hed the opprortunity of speciing
twice to laararens, slso to Preeczes ﬁoch, Dr.2reit (the represcntco=
tive of faverie in the Vorlifufipe Leltunp) end to Asmucsen. 4lso in
scocordance with e letter, which Dr.0ldhem hed seﬂgﬂme at Fenaoven,

I tried to point oﬁt how fmportent it wes that we ehould hpve Tull
connexion with the Confessionsl Church, for cur work, becsuse we
neaded them es belng precotiocelly the heirs of tioe Gersen Reforaction
and thelr perticulsr experiences, end for them becruse they neesced
that larger fellowship. I srld that wo could nor, however, consiitute
ourselves es a tribunel, wshich could condeéZ:;:the Relchekirchc

g3 heretical; we could not axpef Heckel,ﬁaf%mew, thot his olein

to reprssent the whole German Evenpelicel Gﬁarch% we8 ixposaible,
end therefore vie would invite Mahrerens end Koch to our meetinrs, ond
1f they could not come}’themselvea, we would esk them to send sub-
etitutes. irthink theyfully aﬁreed to this. They heve no confidence
in Hecksel, but they realized thet we could hardly dismiss hime. A5 to
Stenge they did not wish to exprsss thelr opinion.

I =poke ebout your coming visit to Gormenye Their synod ot
cerlin will only bte for the 01d Prussisn Church; Kooh Tully undsr-
stendy thet they oupbt only to invite you in extrgggis. Perheps they
would like to plve a recception for youe Kooh xixdy said, 1t wicht te
well for you to see Hess, elthough he we:?fiialy reclly to understand

the problem.

Herr Kerrl hed one day hed s Conference with the"Goruen

Chrietien" blehpre, enothier dey he hed orlled the Loesders of ti¢ Cone




fessional Church. They felt they hed succeedetl in presenting their
cese clearly, end somé neutrel Church leeders, who were present, hed
in the maln taken the same line es they themselves. Rerr Kerrl hed

i spoken an hour; he seems to have e certein relipifous feelinz, tut how
ne will deal with tias Church prbbleme they did not know.

. The whole situstion is uncertein. A very grgve thing is the
problem of youth. In the officlal cginps the doctrine of Rosenberg is
taughtes In one csmp for pirls the leeder hed spid, that Shristianity
end National Socielism were incompetible, so that they would have to
chooses A daughter of Pestor Stoevesend hed enswered, thnat she would
choose Christlienitye Then she wes dlsmissed without certificete srnd
is therafcra{fluded from the Universitiess Cn the other hend the
neetings which the Confessionel pestors errenge for toys end girle
sre well ettended.

Theee ere m§ personal 1mpreesioés. You protably will know some
leter svents from the pepers.

Please remember me end Mre.Ammundsen to Mrs.Bell.

Yours ever sincerely

v el e




