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"Hope" is to be understood in the followi 1g's=nuv, as the consoling,
encouraging and pﬂ“pocomglving p;osneﬁc of a future event, which -
promises a change for the better in present circumstances.

Faith without hope is not Christian Ialuﬂ, and iove without hope is
not Christian love. Both in ~n,s general sense ‘and in its details,
the GOSle signifies under ail circumstances man's looking forward:
towards the better things that qhall comne from God.

The Church cught and could represent and proach in the world the
great ai;-nmblaclng and uitimate hope° the impending return of
Jesus Christ as the universal revelation of the werid's reconcili-
ation with God, w hlcn has already taken place in Jesus Christ.

t certezin times andé in certain ciermstances Smalier, individuval

and tempora hopes (in harmony or in conflict with those entertained
by the world itself) should and coq;d be included in this message

of the Church.

The truth and the power of this message of the Church depends at

all times, and under ail circumstances, on whether -the Church itself
has already learat the liesson, or 1s in process of seriously learning
the lesscn, that it wishes to teach to the world. 1In other words,
it depends whether the Church's cnq ilfe Is rooted in the great hcpe
for the worid found=sd in Jesus Christ and directed towards Him: in
the confident assurance that this hope is the oxnly one - and aiso
that it is quite certain and suffici nt,

If the 1ife of the Church i1tself exh
fer the world, this would show itse
decisiveness and manner of life, as
i.e. as a witness to the reconciliaticn
between the world and God.

The "article of faith" Jesus Christus Dominus mundi is right as such,
but could signify hope within the world and within the Church 1tself
if the Church were so certain of elf and of The consequenzes of
that faith for the future that it e had to be a witness to
uhe brhbh \)-L bhat .La‘t--. : 4

d con;idnn e in this hope
st of all in the Church's
n of the return of Christ,
lready effected in Hin
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The statement that modern man lives between despair and secular
Messianisms, between disilliusiomment and Utopianism, is not a

.. Christian statement; it is a plece of arrogant, pessimistic woridly

i0.

13.

“widdom. ' The Church which malkes such a statement is a Church without

acpe. A Church which 1ives in and from.its great hope founded in
Jesus -Christ and directed towards Him will merely pass over this
statement and forget it. *

The internal development of Roman Cathoiicism (from the Council of
Trent via the Vatican to the mcst recent dogma about Mary) and the
deep ignorance in the rest of the Church about the anti-Christian
character of Roman-Cathollcism, are not procfs of the decisiveness
of a Church which is hastening towards the return of Jesus Christ.

The lack of mutual understanding - exemplified by the way in which
Reinhoid Niebuhr and I (as ostensible or real representatives of an
"Anglo-Saxcn" and a "Continental" Protestantism respectively) spoke
completely at cross-purpcses after Amsterdam in 1548 .. was also no
proof of a-living decisiveness in the Church with regard %o i%s hope.
The -same applies to the growth since 1948 of definite confessionalism,
traditionalism, institutionalism and iiturgicalism in many Churches.
Whatever may be the bases cr the expianation of these movements, .

- they have nothing to do with-the life of a forward-looking Christendom.

The Church, which In the present East-West conflict has failed to
find any definite indepencent line, and which has found nothing
better to say about the Korean confiict (for instance) than what we

~heard at Torontc and after, should not imagine that its own knowliedge

and experience ares adequate to-enable it to %ell the worid, where
its hope lies. : A : -

It woulid be presumptuous for the Church to do so,:since it has lef:

- Martin Niemblier and Gustav Heinemann in the. lurch in their struggle

1k,
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against the madness of German rearmament.

The same applies to a Church which has apparentiy decided to hold
its Second Assembly not in India or Africa, but near Chicago!

The same appiies to a Church which dces not seem to have noticed-
that it-is out of place for a Church, that is awaiting its Lord as
Lord of the world, to be celebrating the Jubilee of an Apostle!

The questidn of the relation between the expectation of the Kingdom
T God and the "anxleties and struggies of history" wili have some
meaning when (and only when!) the Church has the good conscience to

iive in expectation of the Kingdom of God, Instead of existlng onm
different expectations, or 1iving merely in the past. Ail.dis-
cussions on thls question are dogmed to failure, and all Messages
from the churches are bound to. be hoiliow and rnauthentic, unliess
the Churcsh's good conscience in its own Trelationship to the Kingdom
of God is obvious and can be assumed as a matter of course.
The question which the Church muet face aboul its own 1ife

i
1s today the concrete form of the question concerning the. presenc

~ and-the work. of the Holy Snirit. . . , S

The Second Assembly that is planned for 1554 should rnot be convene
nor shouid 1ts Message be prepared heforehend, unless the guestion
has been squarely faced: have we reaily been given a spiritval
mandate for it? 1s there a spiritual need for it? 1s it spiritualiy
possidble?
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