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. GENEVA — Four and one-half

v miilion Swiss don't want to be
I classed as

| “folk-Germans,”
1 mans,”
fdeemed Germans” or “unredeemed

b tH
merchant shipping. Germans” or tagged with any other

“language-Germans,”
“Kultur-Ger-

“blood Germans,” “re~

label conjured for purposes of
‘conquest by the Nazis. ’
_ As the sole surviving island of
'freedom amid the totalitarian del-
uge that has submerged the rest
of Europe, Switzerland holds with
'steadfast determination to its in-
dependence and 1ts democratic way
- of life.
Although pledged to strict neu-

vival depends on an Allied vic-
tory. Otherwise the little mountain
republic will be dissolved in the
common. denominator of Hitler's
slave order.

Even now ever-increasing pres-
sure from Berlin—efforts to coerce,
frighten or suborn—seeks fo un-4
dermine Swiss economic and po-
litical life and gradually line the
Swiss up for economic and ideo-
logical co-operation with the Axis.

| The Nazi press is constantly “hint-

"ing” that the present democratic
form of Gowvernment in Switzer-
'land is incompatible with the “new
Europe.”

Democracy an “Insult” -

“The mere existence of a de-
mocracy on our borders is an in-
sult,” the Nazis proclaimed on the
very day German and Swiss dele-
gates met to negotiate a trade
agreement.

As in other countries in former
years, so now in Switzerland the
poison of Nazi propaganda filters
through all.seemingly private and
strictly commercial - relations.

| Firms and manufacturers doing
business with Germany are bludg- |
‘| eoned into hiring or firing their

personnel. Bribery is also em-]
ployed, especially in the case of;

Two courses are open  to thef

-| Swiss. They could yield to Ger-

man pressure and adapt themselves
to the “new Europe” either with

-| the honest intention of aiding in

%..|its realization or with the secret
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;thought of escaping.-again- .when

F armmg Proposed
As Vital War Job

WASHINGTON, Jan. 12 (P)—A
proposal that agriculture be de-:
clared an essential war industry;
came from the Federal Advisory
Council for Employment Security,:
which added that individuals em«|
ployed in necessary industries’
“should not be inducted into mili-}
tary service if their skills cannot|
be replaced.”

The Council, a 50-member ad--
visory body to the Social Security.

ists, ofﬁcials of the Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations, Americanj
Federation of Labor, and inde-.
pendent labor unions, and repre-
sentatives of agricultural, educa-
tional, and civil organizations. It
expressed its opinions through
resolutions adopted after a two-
day conference with Government
‘labor supply officials.

A u0%

. ideological concessions;

Board, is comprised of industrial- |

:yiaggression. Many of them would

{z

<

Reports reaching here throuwh
Nazi recrniting campaign -

Zurich section alone to enlist.

Many of the youths were of Swiss mothers, but enlisted out of

fear that injury might result to

German drive in Switzerland indicated the severe man power
shortage resulting from losses in Russia.
Boys of 14 or over of German pa,rentage were ordered to reglster.

Naz1s Recrultmor in Swﬂzerla}yﬂ

in Switzerland ~had caused 2,000
German-born men and youths of German pareniage from the

Stockholm, Jan. 12°{ONA)
Swiss channels dxqcl/sed that a

their families, it was said. The

‘the political constellation turns in
their favor. They could gradually
or quickly relinquish one point
after another of their 'traditional

and internationally . guaranteed

neutrality, alter or adulterate thej
spiritual content of their civiliza-
tion, trade with the Germans to
the fullest extent possible and thus
perhaps without running any great
risk continue to function in the
middle of Europe as a hard-work~
ing, thrifty people famous for their
cheeses and respected by their
neighbors. for their precision work
in the manufacture of timepieces
and instruments of war.

Their standard of living would
continue to go down along with
that of Germany and the rest of
Europe, but, far from the imme-
diate scene of war, they would be
spared the worst sufferings which
war brings. This would be the easy
way, the way their shrewd busi-
ness sense and their love of bour-
geois comforts advises them to fol-
low,
If Swiss Resist

The other course would be to
resist the Nazi pressure. This
would mean observing not only the |
letter of their neutrality but also
its spirit; absolutely to refuse any
to give
their spiritual and intellectual lead-

gers full freedom to defend and

roclaim the ideals and character
of Swiss culture, to take radical

-'measures against foreign influence

and propaganda; to cut down eco-
nomic co-operation to the very
minimum or to eliminate it en-
tirely.

This would increase the pace of
impoverishment. It would throw
thousands of skilled Swiss work-
ers out of work. It would very like-
ly lead to military attack and oc-
cupation by the Germans and a
temporary submergence of the

- | Swiss state, The Swiss, if they fol-

lowed this course might fall, but
they would fall with honor and
with the virtual assurance of ris-
ing again stronger and more Swiss
than ever.

There is no doubt that the ele-
ments of resistance in Switzer-
land are strong and the vast ma-
jority of Swiss wish to abide by
the pledge taken amidst a great
deal of patriotic speech-making on
the 650th anniversary of their iree-
dom—“We want to be free as our
fathers were—rather death than

slavery.” The workers of Switzér-
land are almost 100 per cent|:

strongly anti-Nazi. The workers’
leaders—chief of whom are Rob-
ert Grimm and Konrad Ilg—are
sincere in their desire to co-oper-
ate with other parties and build a
strong wall of defense against Nazi

prefer today an open declaration
of economic warfare, they would
prefer to see their workers walk out
of the munitions factories and build
roads and plant potatoes and walk
around in rags and bare feet and
eat crusts rather than work for
the Nazis who threaten their free
organizations and existence.

Christians Oppose Nazis
Swiss Christians are solidly be-

{which would also spell” the end

Ger
machme whzch although At s
contrary to Sw1tzer1and’s long-term)
interests, is entirely within. :its
rights as a neutral power. Through
the clearing system Switzerland
has become a findncial underwriter
of the German war effort, piling
up a credit balance of- approxi-
mately one billion Swiss francs."
This credit-to Germany — the
equivalent of a loan—though it
should theoretically be equalized
through imports from the Reich—
is actually constantly on the in-:
crease. The only possibility of its’
ever being repaid, would be im
the event of a German victory,

of Swiss independence. Swiss cap-
ital is therefore mortaging its own
future and financing its own ruin.

Protests against this system and
demands that Swiss trade with the
Reich be returned to a give-and- |
take basis have availed little. i

hind their country’s free institu-{

tions and strongly opposed io the |
anti-Christian paganism which |
I'threatens to engulf them with a

‘Nazi victory. Prof. Kark Barth of

Basel is_perhaps the most out-
‘spoken opponent of Hitlerism in
Europe today, since German Chris-
tian leaders -and Christian leaders
of occupied powers have fallen un-
der the direct control of the Ges-
tapo. The Swiss Army under Gen-
eral Guisan is using every valuable
minute bought by economic “co-op-'
eration” to make of the Swiss Alps
a fortress bristling with guns and
tunneled . with passageways and
to make every Swiss man and

youth skilled in all the methods|

of modern warfare.

Nevertheless, there are power-
ful forces inside Switzerland work-
ing against resistance. The chief
‘danger comes not from the out-
and-out defeatists but from those
prominent and highly respected
Swiss leaders, who, motivated by
“practical considerations,” yield
an inch here and an inch there.

Pursuing a sort of Swiss “real-
politik” that sidesteps fundamen-
tal issues, they hope to- weather
the.storm and escape the fate that
has overtaken so many other small
European states, They ignore the
fact that they are trading Swiss
liberty piecemeal for a little tem-
porary security.

Long-Range Folly

The chief phase of this “horse-

tradmg” with Hitler is economic

Radlocasts in Ar entma
Limited to Known Facts

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina, Jan.
12 (&)—The Director General of
Post and Telegraph warned all
Argentine radio stations Jan. 10 to |
‘guard against broadcastmg rumors |
and said news radiocasts must be
limited to “facts confirmed from:
unimpeachable sources.”

All comment was forbidden. Re-
‘broadcast of speeches by foreign
statesmen will be permitted, the
Director General said, but radio
stations must not transmit ab-
'stracts containing passages “injuri-
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