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Dear Friends,

It hes been a long time since I have sent you & :urvey of the situetion in
the DDR. I shell try to give you as clear a picture as possible of all I have
heard, so that you can enter agein into the life of 21l those who must determine
their course under a Communist regime.

I am not entering into the question Berlin. The politicel issue is not yet
clear. Berlin people on the whole are not upset, they are used to & situation of
political insecurity and more or less indifferent - this also counts to & certain
extent for the Zone as fer as Berlin is concerned. Let us hope that is does not
turn out to the worse. '

Sincerely yours,

Hebe Kohlbrugge.

First it must be made clear that the DDR is meking stesdy economic progress.
Industry is growing, and masnufactured goods are in general of good quality and
really better then a few years ago. This progress has teken place most particular-
ly during the past year and has extended ferther than one would have thought
possible 2 year a2go. This has meant & solidificetion and strengthening of the
regime. The DDR is cepturing her own vital place in the total Soviet economic
plan. Inasmuch es the DR cawn offer various goods more cheaply than West Germeny,
the latter has become worried at this point and must put up e fight against many
an Bast Germen product.

Even though the achievement has not been so high in food production as in
industrial goods, there is noticeable progress even there. One can get more, and
the quality is better; ration coupons ere a thing of the past, so thet things cen
be bought freely.

This economic improvement also has an influence upon the attitude of the
citizens of the DIR. lMeny asre becoming resigned and acquiescent in the face of the
facts. The hope of reunification is as good as gone and psople have become
resigned as far as the growing social improvement is corcerned, which is naturally
coupled with & strengthening of the regime from beginning to end. Now that the
govermment feels secure, it will push its program, its ideology ruthlessly, The
government no longer has to pay any attention to those who still "have not
understood thet the course of socialism is the only true course for the future".
While up till now they have tried with propagenda, and with a certain pressure too,
to make people accept the Communist world-view, and while they in a way penalized
those who withdrew from it but also in a way let them alone, now it appears that
they want the world-view of Communism to be put into practice from beginning to
end, notwithstanding some disadvanteges that result even for the DDR itself, such
as the great number of refugees, especially among the intellectuals - doctors and
scientists. The extent of the number of refugee doctors had reached such appalling
proportions that the Russians heve asked for a curteilment of the ideological
demends of the DDR govermment, so that the rate of refugees, at its highest in
August 1958, hes now abated slightly because of a relief in the ideological pressure.

‘But as has just been said, a portion of the population (and we refer here to
the church population) hes become resigned, considering the obvious ideology of the
government, With 2 certain inner reluctance, people allow themselves to become
involved - because there is nothing else to do, the situation is clear: a growing
economic and politicel power, which (it is sbundsntly clear) is meking its ideology

riumph.

Another portion of the church populstion believes that it can make Just one
answer to the successful regime: "No" - and "Keep your distance", insofar as this
is possible. Befcore either of these courses, our friemds in the DIR would put a
guestion mark.
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We shall try ‘o give some examples:

8. Shall the farmers who still own their land defend themselves by every means
&t hand from being absorbed into a2 communal farm (LPG)? Shall they because of their
Christian calling repudiate any communal ownership as an accessory of Communist -
ideology? Or shall they become resigned and cooperate only passively as menbers of
the LFG?..., Or shall they as Christians enter the LPG willing, that is, allow them-
selves to become involved in the new Communist economy, but let their comnduct inside
the LFG be defined by their Christian faith? ' :

b. Shall the Church, when unjustly accused in the headlines, fight (for the
saks of right and fruth) to see that these slanders are contradicted, or shall she
let it pass?... or shell she quite consclously choose not to care about such a
matter, but to pursue her course, her task in every opportunity which is still open
to her? :

A deep difference of opinion has been apparent between the church suthorities
on the one hand, who wanted to stand up for the "right", end also to meke ciser whai
is "right" as over against the govermment, snd on the other hand a number of younger
pastors, who thought thet the church authorities were neglecting a much more
necessery and essential work by engeging in this kind of "4rifling", which according
to them had nothing to dc with the Biblical teaching about justice and righteous~
ness,

c. What must the students do who must complete the following loyalty
declarations?
(Quotation from & Germsn source) "In the university newspaper of the Karl Narx
University in Lelpzig, deted September 18, 1958 (number 18/19) there is a report
of the solemn matriculstion of 2000 new students., After a paragraph concerning
the official speech of the rector, we read: 'Then the new student body
repeated the solem vow: "I promise to pursue my studies at the Karl Merx -
University of Leipzig in the light of socialism, actively to support the policies
of the government of the DDR, and on the basis of dialectical and historical
materialism to gain & comprehensive educetion for myselfs.." ' "

The requirement for returning students in the academic year 1958/59 in Halle and
Leipzig: .

"My studies ere a mark of respect in our workers' and peasants' state. Therefore
I undertake the requirement of supporting the policies of the government of the
DIR and on the basis of dialectical and historical materialism %0 gain a
comprehensive educetion which at the conclusion of my studies I shell place at
the disposal of our workers' and peasents' stete for the wider building of
socialism.

During the time of my study I shall cooverete actively in the building of
sccialism in industry and sgriculture.

I shall follow the constitution, lews and regulations of our state, the
articles of my university, and the regulations for study, end shall feithfully
fulfill my duties proceding therefrom. ’ :
I bind myself after study in accordence with the legal stipulations, to join
the pool of university gradustes for three years, to work at the place where
the orgens of our workers' and peasanis' state appoint me, according to the
exigencies of the building of socialism,"

Every student hes signed this form, even those who belong to the students' congre-
gation, Is this wrong? Is this a renuncistion of the "good confession"?

Looking to East Germeny, must we come with them to a new and different
interpretation of the way we confess Jesus Christ as our Lord? This is one of the
questions about which we shall have ‘4o think together with our brethern from the
East.

‘The theological students of Humboldt University (in East Berlin) have had to
sign a similar declaration, and following the suggestion of their professors they
have added that they are first and foremost bound o the gospel and consequently
refuse to subscribe to atheism. Several theological students have felt that their
separation at this point from the fellow Christians who are students in othe
departments is unjust. :

In enswer to questions that have been posed to Kerl Barth from the DDR, he

has written a little book, "An einen Pfarrer in der DDR" (to a Pastor in the
DIR) - an eniightering book in which many burning questions are dealt with.

He writes, for example:
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"You ask about the possibility of a loyalty declaration... -
I do not know the text of this loyvelty declaration, but I assume thet the.
signer does not have to buy 2 pig in a poke, as wes the case with the Hitler
oath ('I swear Pidelity and obedience to the Fithrer...'), but thst as regards
the explenation required of him, it is a matter rather of = description of
the esteblished end existing political system there, a2bout the existence of
which he has been instructed through the constitution of the DDR. "Loyalty"
as concerns this system means honest willingness to acknowledge its

~ peérmanence and to present oneself for her disposition, perhaps with reserva-
tions, but, practically spesking, with a rejection of calm deliberation (in
the face of the "dsngers inherent" in it). "Loyalty" does not mean consent to
the ideology underlying this system. And "loyalty" does not mean consent to
each and every measure of the de facto bearers and representatives of this
system. "Loyalty" involves the right of freedom of thought in respect to the
ideology, but also the right of disagreement, if necessary of resistence
against the definite explenations and applications of 2 given politicsl system.
There is also such a thing as a loyal opposition, 4 men is loyal in heart and
deed in respect to a given political system if he recognizes its validity and
2uthority for himself, to hold himself to them within the bounderies of what
is possible, both imwerdly erd outwardly. In your situation I would see no
difficulty in pledging loyalty to the DDR in this sense, and therefore in
signing the decleration reguired of you without reservation, "

Would Karl Barth want to apply this passage to the student declaration him-
self? Is he right? :

d. Again there has been an election, just 2s there was & year ago. Again there
was -one list of cendidates, again the seme geme of yes.or no, by which the
goverrment hoped for a2 public yes, so thet people would not make use of the one
voting booth which wes present. If one goes to vote, is this only the "loyals®' just
ciliud, or is this election a "vote of confidence"? This is the question that was
posed, Some were of the opinion thet these elections sre = mere formelity, so that
the only thing one can do is go. Others sow here a2 "loyzlty" that was just barely
possible ("did Berth mean this?" people asked). Still others sew here & vote of
confidence thet must be refused absolutely (and were convinced thet Barth did not
have this in mind). And some thought that after the church hed decided what it
thought ebout these elections even the pastors should rarticipate: the population
as a whole goes,; even the grestest provortion of church members, and it would be
hard for anyone to accept the idee any more that the pastors should sbstain from
the election s a symbolic act. They ars still largely an isolated group who are
financially independent from the state and who can allow themselves %o boycott the
election - and they doubt whether this could be looked upon as of any value.

In order to avoid misunderstending, it must be said that the little book of
Berth's was received with grest joy and thankfulness and that veople on every hand
were very heppy with it; the only small hesitation wes in fect in regerd to the
point discussed here of loyality and the question of where Barth would draw the
line,

e. The old gquestion of the Jugendweihe (youth dedication) also belongs among
these examples; it is still the central question. The vressure and thrests of the
past have given way to one simple approsch: if you have not undergone the Jugend-
weihe, then you cen't be 2 part of cur state, and there is no place for you in an
academic secondary school, and there is even a question as to whether you will get
any chance et & trade or some other vocaticn. More than 60% of the youth underwent
the Jugendweihe in 1958 and it is expected that this percentage will incresse %o
80% and 90% in 1959, '

Whet shall the church do? She is holding fast to the incompatibility of the
Jugendweihe and confirmation, but she will not cut off contact with 211 those who
go to the Jugendweihe. In meny districts therefore the whole procedure has been
changed: instruct all the children, 2nd then at Christmastime send away those who
go to the Jugendweihe and bring together the small number of those who do not g0,
for a "Sacramentsunterricht" (instruction in the sacroment). A very unsetisfactory
solution, which is certainly unrealistic too, inssmuch &s most children will not
want to continue in instruction if they are not acceptable anyway.

A study commission from one of the East German churches, which has been set
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up to Jook at the question of confirmetion, writes as follows:

"Is confirmastion necessary and essential in the Evangelical Church?
'Confirmation' (in the New Testzment sense) as 2 constent strengthening,
steadying, comforting, is necessary beczuse of the threats and attacks to .
which the children of God are exposed in the world. But 'confirmation! (in
the sense of a church rite) as a single special act has no Biblicali(and
therefore no theological) basis; indeed it is in conflict (as ordinarily
understood) with true 'confirmstion' (in the New Testament sense),; which is
constantly operative through teaching, preaching, pastoral cere and communion.

A sacremental understending (of the kind found in Romen Catholic theology) is
in the background - secretly or openly - in the Evangelical Church as well,
wherever the constitutive act for becoming & Chris¥ian or for membership in

- the congregstion is & consecrastion, which latter therefore serves as a
necessary presupposition for confirmetion (in the sense of & church rite). Our
evangelical faith leads us by necessity. to oppose this notion.

The church knows only one act of reception into membership, and that is

beptism. In it Christ declares the congregation to be the one acceptable basis
for membership in his body. Through preaching and the Lord's Supper the church
declares that both the ordincry ley members ard the leadership can be and shall
be members of sach other. Not, however, because of any single act of having been
received into membership. Because recertion into membership comes through the
Holy Spirit, that is, through faith, end so likewise continuing ih membership;
therefore there can be no other speciel act aside from what the church does, as
it has been commsnded (and accompenied by promise 2s well).

If the Church should wish to distinguish between congregastion in the broader
sense a2nd responsible congregation, by such a speciel act of reception into
membership, then she would be ververting the freedom of the Spirit by her own
disposition of this metter and she would therewith have exchanged the Evenge-
licel Church concept with the Roman. Whether the Church is open and ready to
chenge its regulations or whether she holds fast to her regulstions in fixed
immutability es to a divine right, this guestion is synonymous with the utter-
ly critical question of whether she is to let the Lord and his will be the
authority and lawgiver for the gospel's sake, or whether she is to meke herself
into .2 lawgliver. , o

The question of new Church mgulations is primerily the guestion of whether we
are to let ourselves be led in trust by the vive vox evengelii (living voice of
the gospel) and in trust in this Word, which is the Lord himself; whether we
exemine the traditionel practices from a folk-church past, neither scorning
them end shaking them off nor holding fast to them, as if they were the very
foundation of the Church. Each case must be tested and decided on its own:
where changes must be mode, and where a sharper cutting edge is regquired, so
that the gospel is not obscured and hindered. We must ask whether we had not
been involved in a certein error when we drew up church regulations so eagerly
end confidently in 1845, and whether we did not miss hearing that God wanted to
show us other ways then the restoration of a church order which took so maeny
long-questionable traditions to be valid and beyond question.

As to the question of the continuonce or abolition of the act of confirmation
considered apart from the problem of the Jugendweihe, it must be said that
children, in the crisis period of adolescence (which lasts longer today than
formerly), are being asked for too much in the matter of confirmation, It would
be no help to postpone confirmation until a later age, as we cannot meke clear
why & speciel act of cornfirmation would still be necessary besides admission
to communion.

As to the guestion of the continuance or abolition of the act of confirmstion
considered in connection with the problem of the Jugendweihe, some say that
confirmation enswers the requirement of a church pecplc resolved to fidelity
in faith; nemely, the requirement of giving unmiskakable sxpression to &
confession to the triunc God, to the will to resict in his congregation, *o
thankful perticipetion in the fellowship of Christ’s table by 2 monifest act
with significance wo the whole world; the practicing of an either-or of
confirmetion end Jugendweihe would be able to place perents and children in &
genuine crisis which God is suggesting to us at this point todey.
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The abolition, however, of confirmation together with a stronger emphasis on
communion, would evoke much earlier the result which the defenders of its
continuance have in mind., It is guestionable if children are held in Christian
teaching on a false basis; besides, the sxperience, seen as a whole, shows the
worth-lessness of the vow. After carefully weighing all of the arguments and
countersrguments, we have therefore determined to propose the sbolition of
confirmation, especially in counsideration of the unusual situetion in the
churches of the DOR; and instesd of it, the gatncrlng of parents and children
in & new way."

You see from 2ll the ezamples thet a portion of Christendom in the DDR does not
find its course in the choice between "resignetion” and an "absolute no", but by
seeking for an a+t¢tuae which Christisns must adopt in this society.

The light of the "vive vox “Vangulii has no more chance of shining forth when
resigned and sulking in silence than when fanaticslly oslling "no".

It is plesin from 2ll that has been s2id, thst the state wants a complete
& >

moriopoly on the population. & new ministerial decree declares ("Lang e—brlass”) that
only the state has responsibility for the VOUuﬂ a2s they grow up - neither the
perents nor the Church., All the free time of the child also falls eventually urder
the auspices of the state, according tot this decres. ‘
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school inspector must furnish to the pastor or catechist o
license to give Christisn instruction or catechism, 2nd indeed he must keep an eye

on the contents oi' the lessons to be given. Lilkewise the locelities where instruction
is being given are under the saye of *he inspector, as well as every ncw locality

for church instruction (wnetncr 2 new buillding is involved or not).

The inspector has in foct the 1gnc to exemine the psstor or the catechist for
his ideological attitude in ordor thereupon to determine whether he can Ye deemed
fit., This last, QOWuver, is not being put into practics, sfter a lo“g discussion
between Church and govermment. The inspector gives only en interpretation, without
examinotion. This license must be renewed at reguler inderval

Here 2gein you gst the oauqtion: shall the pastor or catechist submit passively

shell he (2s many uhln;} rejoct this end thereby be forced to give up all church
1nstruot10n for children, or 15 there elso 2 wey in this case to try to obtein a

r—' ’5 (D c

license and to give the lesson without poassivity, es 2 free Christisn men must do?
The instructicn to the children et school is given in the light of a sherp
etheistic propagenda. The doctrine of evoluiion in natural science is put into the
sherpest contrast to o fundamentelistic Bible faoi Lﬂ. This means that the Church must
be seriously concerned with questions of nsturel science with respect to the Bible,
especially Gen. 1-3. It is terribiy sad that meny in the Church ere still a hundred

years behind the times with these quesu*OLn. So & good, enlightening lecture sbout
these methers by ons of the church lealders hos causced decp horror among those of o
different outlook wno felt that their Bible faith was be 1ﬂg sold and betrayed by
this church leadzr., "On the Origin of kan" wes the title of the lecture and the
discussion about 1% is being carried on with wvehemence within the Church and
followed with interest from the Party side.
"Why wouldn't it be right 4o hove & militant stheism over 2gainst & missionary
church?" asked one of the Commnist FParty officicls., The Church is not being spared
en explanation of its position regarding atheism, Darwinism and modern natural
science, and this explenation is certainly o chellenge, in which pastors =z
congregations must define their course over again this militant atheism, The meaning
of the authority of Scripture and the exsgesis of Biblicel stories will have to be
urderstood clsarly agsin, This challenge could be genuine and
for the Churcn if the militent atheism were not suoported
trying with every means at hand to imposc this athelsm on

wy)

I would like %o close this letter with o few scentences from East Germeny
itself.
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"4 dialectical meterialism which %o the nth degree has every single person
completely within its grasp would -in eny cese leave for the individual
Christian, the local congregation, and the totel Church ebsolutely no bit

of room to exist, not even a small, modest bit. For our part, however, we
would be demonizing our state and its society if we set forth the equation
ideology = social reality. Such a demonizing, which is very frequently en-
countered in Christian and enti-Bolshevik circles, supposes & claim on.God,
thet social realities are to be determined from the gospel - or - in a more
moderate form: thet in the compass of a wide-ranging freedom of the individual
the Church also would have to have frcedom of movement for all the activities
which she presumes to be necessary. Whoever posits this cleim on God cannot
really any longer live in a state which is so differently conceived by the
ruling group, but must walk out. We cuzht rather to vut our trust in the God
of the gospel, that He leaves and cresztes anew (even in the midst of en
atheistic state ideology) Just as many free placed; that His own children
breathe and live, act, and - when necessary - suffer for His nome's sake and
are eble to praise the Lord in their suffering., That the world has been
renounced by God, we do not learn from etheism, but from the Bible, and that
over and over egain the congregetion has to seek and to find 2 very, very
narrow way; the apostles constantly urged it on the congregetion. The congre-
gation will therefore be on its guerd not to declare the regime unbearable
through and through, nor to refuse every act or measure at a particular point
simply because everyonc is ideologically grourded. It will have to seek and
find its Yes and its No % any given time in the concrete instance, and will
have to grent to its members a broad mesasure of elbow-room of personal
decision, perhaps even at the risk of contradiction., To sum up, we shell get
there, assuming the ideologized state in which we live, not with ideological
counterclaims from beginning to end, as if we had reorgenized this world
according to & churchly or Christien-humenist or Roman Catholic program, but
rather we shall be forced, on the basis of the recognition of and respect
Tor the present situation as well as for the "ordination of God" 2t any given
time, from one step to the next, to ask at what point, now, we are called
upon to speak up and to put into practice a "no", if necessary, with our
backs to the wall and thus in stetu confessionis (in +the stete of confessions),
cost what it will," :




