us and our program, we would be happy

to have them ‘ask for our materlzgls or

attend our programs and judge - for

themselves. KARL BAEHR,

Executive /Director

American Christian Palestlne Commit-
tee, ,,-
New York, N. Y. /

[Our clearly stated point’ was that the
A.C.P.C. and every agem/y which under-

takes to educate the Amerxcan people on-

Middle Eastern a&axrs should abandon
partisanship and work for an over-all
solution to problems affecting all the na-
tions of the area those of the Arabs as
well as t:hose Of Israel, and that this
should be“done before the Communists
swamp the whole area in chaos by forc-
ing millions of iron curtain Jews to mi-
grate to-Israel. Apparently that point was
also made at the recent A.C.P.C. con-
fererice in Chicago, as our editorial cor-
respondence in the March 4 issue indi-
fated.—Ep.]
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The Barth Exchange

SIR: I'm sure all your readers have
watched with interest your coverage of
Karl Barth’s letter to an East German
pastor (Feb. 11, Feb. 18). Probably few
of us in America would take issue with
Dr. Niebuhr’s call for realism in judging
. the relative merits of East and West, recog-
nizing that both stand under divine judg-
ment. Certainly man cannot approximate
the divine impartiality, but must make
value judgments between opposing sys-
tems with his limited perspective. Still,
one [feels] that Niebuhr’s inference of ir-
relevance on Barth’s part is not justified.

The-reason for the letter in the first
place was a very relevant demand to
know what to do under the existing con-
ditions in East Germany. Recognizing
that in terms of “realism” we in the
West may find Barth’s ideas too extreme,
the question still remains as to how the
East German pastor is to be answered.
Acute analysis of political strategies is
helpful, but what of the role of a Chris-
tian who is involved in the conflict?
How is he, maintaining Christian hope
and faith, to express his Christian love?
Those of us who hold Dr. Niebuhr in
highest regard and respect would greatly
appreciate his own answer to the East
German letter.

Rorert G. JoNEs.

Yale Divinity School,

New Haven, Conn.

SIR: I am constrained to comment on
your editorial on Karl Barth’s letter to a
pastor in the German Democratic Re-
public (Feb. 11).

Karl Barth is continuing a tradition of

THE LARGER PARISH AND

Marvin T. Judy. A comprehensive 1§
group ministry, bv a well-known Ig
The book describes effective types of
and interdenominational) between
munity and the enlarged commun|
program, and offers detailed guidan

PRAYERS FOR CHRISTIAN

Carl A. Glover. This collection of
main types of prayer used in public
meditation. Written with special att
as well as to spiritual needs, these
the very beauty of the thoughts so
a preface on the preparation of mor

INVITATION TO COMMUNE

Charles Ray Goff. What should con
you get more out of the servicer T
this meaningful discussion of Holy
it and how to appreciate it. Dr. G
you achieve the spiritual blessing
service is intended to give.

TALKS FOR CHILDREN ON

Julius Fischbach. These 30 story
vividly illustrate Christian ideals a
So effectively does Dr. Fischbach W
that the child will feel he is being
act. All who lead primary and jun
these talks an effective way to instrt

FOUNDATIONS OF THE RES

Walter G. Muelder. Developing th
Dr. Muelder presents here a comprg
ethics. His initial discussion traces t]
responsible society. Subsequent cha
of a wide range of issues. This cohq
a significant contribution to Christi

UNDERSTANDING AND PRE
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

Haskell M. Miller. Here in nontech
account of one of society’s most perj
solving it, No conscientious Christia
facts contained in this book. The
research are discussed to show what
can do to combat delinquency in you




/nc ol thc irgnicning. things in te -

stern. world is the way in which the
ver conflict—which would exist  even
all Russia were Christian and - ‘“‘demo-
t”"—has been - turned’ into a ' simple
ological "issue " between ‘“‘God”" and
ti-Christ. On this side the children of
1t, on the other the children of dark-
s. Many believe that the men of good
I dwell exclusively in this part of the
rld.

Christians who see the issue in this
y forget that when the West had the
rld in her hands in the 1gth century,
ristian civilization gave the world col-
alism and . American isolationism. It
not - possible for us to do these things
1 to escape the wrath of God. In part
- success of Marxism in both Russia
1 Asia stems from the failure of the
st .to. deliver the goods when it had
 opportunity to do so.

“hristians in the “free” world would
well to ponder how sensitive they are
the “togetherness” of Christians in the
owship of the church, across political
tains, when they identify Christianity
1 the fortunes of the West or encour-
> Christians in the East to offer resist-
e to state authority. It is, of course,
y to call on others to be martyrs and
1ally easy to fail to appreciate-the ex-
it to which Christians in the West
> guilty of political accommodation.

t is true that ideologically Marxism
d Christianity are opposed, as Chris-
nity is opposed to all worship of
ammon” in its divers Western forms.
ristians in both parts of the world are
led to be loyal to their faith and at
> same time to work to maintain state
ler against any movement to anarchy.
ristians in the West who daim that
ir way of life in the state is alone
1sistent with Christianity do great dis-
vice to Christians on the other side.
r if what they claim is true, then clear-
every Christian in the East ought to be
active fifth columnist. No wonder that
ristians there have suffered because of
> loveless behavior of many other
ristians in the West who have espoused
e cause of the gospel too cheaply.

You refer to Hungary’s strike for free-
m. No one doubts that terrible things
re done in that unfortunate land. But
- must ask whether those who instigated
e revolt were not “dreamers” who
led to take due cognizance of the limi-
jons of freedom which the dilemma of
wer imposes on us all. With the balance
power so delicately poised as between
1ssia and the West (good for us to
nember that all the great Western
wers - plus . the ‘Americas are ranged
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cumb 10 tic tcaiptadvon: to preveit suci

a development? 1 think the answer is
obvious. BryaN DE KRETSER,

Visiting Professor. from Ceylon.

- University of Chicago Federated The-

ological Faculty, ~

Chicago.

SIR: Reinhold Niebuhr’s “warning” to
Karl Barth (Feb. 18) tells me more
about Reinhold Niebuhr than Karl Barth.
Let us have the full text of Barth’s let-
ter first, and then perhaps “eminent the-
ologians” will have something to say
about it worth hearing.

The most unfortunate part of Nie-
buhr's reply is the concluding paragraph.
In one year of study under Karl Barth I
found no evidence whatever that he needs -
to realize “that he is not the only prophet
of the Lord.” Those of us who heard
his lectures on the Kirchliche Dogma-.
tik IV/[3 in February 1956 will not soon
forget that afternoon when Barth an-
nounced that he was retracting what he
had said during the past three lectures in
order to revise it and make a new ap-
proach to the matter at hand. Nor will
we forget the many times in his Enghsh
seminar when Barth freely and quite
openly discussed critically his own pre-
vious works.

At least the evidence I have seen de-
clares that there is no pretension in Barth
of “absolute purity” or of approxima-
tion to “divine impartiality.”

Jounn G. Gisss.
~ Gerrardstown, W. Va.

[A translation of pertinent sections of
the Barth letter is being prepared for
early publication in the Century.—Ebp.}

Traditional, Precisely-

SIR: The report of your Chlcago cor-
respondent on interfaith understanding
(Jan. 28) is confusing. He attributes to
Catholic layman Stephen Mm:hell the re-
mark that his Cathohc/ associates are
“critical of some traditional Roman prac-
tlces ” That a Car.hohc President would
“owe allegiance to ;he pope in spiritual
matters only” is exactly the traditional
Catholic posluon And 1, too, doubt
“that any Cathohc clergyman would try
to mﬂuence a President’s executive pol-
icies.” If a pnest were so tempted, he can
recall the- disastrous effects when Pres.
Truman’s Baptist pastor tried to influ-
ence him on the ‘question of appointing
Gen,-Mark Clark ambassador to the Vati-

can,

/Washmgton D C. JAck SHEIL.
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