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THE ELEPHANT AKRD THi WHALE
In mid October a group of technicians zand representatives of B.B,C,
the En iish Channel and procesded to tiny Switzerlzrd,
to televise and record interviews with the twe men who have
Frotestant « & last hali ceniury more
ig "Bts" from 5 id, Farl Barth and mil
Erunner, have been challenged in rscent ¥
but the influence of the former
atter in Germany, On
dogmatics- the two “Blst,
rotestant thoo
wOrld Today- 10kyo, dJaval,
savgelere, Indiz~ and almort any student will krow something about the two

L Swiss theologians, Th ; { many non-Christian intellectuals

ant Irom ezch other, i
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will be 75 next June , Drunner 71 tris Tocem ‘ot stearbeaded

new theclogical movemend originally known as dislectical theolegy or
neo-orthodoxy. (They rrefer to call it & theology

common foes were mysticism, rationaiism, and above
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like good tobacco, mellowed as they aged, Since the war the counterattacks
have been less frequent and less vociferous. In recent years the thing that
has separated them most sharply was not their theologies but their political
positions- although the latter are not unrelated tc the former! levertheless,
vhen the Brunners flew to Japan in Septewber , 1953 to take a position at the
International Christian University in Tokyo, amongst the many friends & o ceme
tc Ziirich eirport to see them off was none other than kerl Barth from "distant
sasel. In the intervening years tiheir paths have not crossed, although =
brief bit of correspondence passed between them (concerning a prospective bride
for Barth's son sircce she was a student of Brunner's!) But on Hovember 19
the vwo 3's met in what was their first real encounter in several decades and
perhaps their last this side of heaven, It took place in Basel in Zarth's
home, with the Brunzers teking the initiative this time. :ne could hardly
c:1l iv a reconciliation, but it was as Barth himseif exclzimed, " a grest
historical eventi"

¥o publicity heralded the meeting; only a few people were even aware of
wnat was tsking rlace between 11:30 and 12:15 A,¥, that dour, drizzling Sat-
urdsy morring, The meeting was brief but dramatic as Brurner presented Barth
wih a copy of his (i.e. Brunner's) recently completed Dogmatics, Vol. III,

w working on the thirteenth volume of his gigantic Church Dogmaticsy)

ortant was the fact that the 2 "B's" were actually coufronticg each
other for more than a2 moment for the first time in several decades, lot only
that, their wives were seeing each other again for the first time in 4O years!
If the two theological antagonists were 2 bit rervous at ike outset, it was
at all surprising in view of their past history, Bfut this was soon dispelled
when they said farewell an cutsider wonld have concluded that these were
close friends of long standing,
As th= Brunners boarded a irain for Zfirieh that evening, having visited
fr

iends in the meantime, they were obviw sly weary but harpye (Brunner himself

Li

is still recovering from his fourth stroke and a blood clot wiich followed less
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than a year ago,) written on itheir faces was the message: M"kission accomplished,”
When Barth learned of this lzter, he smiled benignly aid sighed, 9“Good,
I am at peace.®

iy}

Az elephant and a whale are indeed two very diverse creatures., The

theologies of DBarth and Brunver, frem a professional starndpoint, are almost as

diverse both in purpose as well as in content, 3ut the thedlogicel wrld will
rejoice to know that even i1f the two did not conclude a peace they did manage
to rub noses in the same place and in a peaceful way. "Who knows? Iv may well
be ithat the rarthian angele are playing Mozart (Barth's favorite) and ithe
rrunnerian angels playing Bach {(Brunner's fsvorite) as never before beczuse

of tzis reunion,” Yes, ¥ o knows: They may even be keepin;

~
«

other




