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Dr. Karl Barth, who died o
Monduy in Basle at the age of 82,

was  Professor of Theology at
Basle Univer: from 1935 10
1962,

He was one of the leading

teligious figures of our times, a
Reformed  theologian  whose
stature rivalied that of the gians
of the Reformation epoch, Tt was
said of him that he accomplished
a Copernican revolution in Pra-
testant thinking. but his influence
radiated far bevond the frontiers
of Protestantism itsell, What gave
him peculiar significance, living us
he did in an age of international
umuln wis hi-. combin )
relentless inguiry in the
pute theology with his read
apply  positive  theological

55
prin-
viples 1o the social and political

life of his times, He was indeed
much more thun a theologiun, fn
he carned a place in the ranks of
Christian prophets.

Born on May 10, 1886, ur Busle,
he wus the son of Frite Barth.
Prafessor of New Testament and

Eurly Church History there at the
i hu

time of Kuarl's birth, trunsferred

studied at the Univers
Berlin,

ol Berne,
Tiibingen, and Muarburg, Az

Berlin he tended  Huarn
seminar, and at Marburg he
under the influence of W, Herrmann
and became an enthusiasiic student

ol Schleiermacher,
i the gquestions of s

: method
From [0 1o 1911 he served o curiey

ind in the latter year was
in Safenwil
tAurguul The 10 veurs he spent there
were the formative period in his life.
Overwhelmed by the disillusionments

i / uu: ||.' t by

wppointed

pasior

tdealisny, and by |||\ awn .u__ull
vansciousness ol the responsibilities
of o minister of the Gospel 1o his
flock., he was led o a profor
questioning of the then fushionable
liberilism, The first frait ol s

theory

struggle with his own soul was the
publication in 1919 of his celebrated
Commentary  on Romans | Dey
Rimerbriel which ul e
established  his  position as  a

theologian with a new and arresting |

message,

I 1921 he was appolnted pra
fessor  of  degnmiic  theology  at
Gittingen, and in 1925 and
was promaoted successively 1w chairs
al Minster i, W, und Bonn, Durmu
these  yeirs ol exhaustive eritical
study of the content, method and
linguage of theology, in an attempt
Iu Tay e the ultimate sources fot

pure theology in its own right,
arth was forced 10 carry through
a searching theological analysis of
the social and cultural am.
modern bourgeois Christianily and
not least of the whole political
wl ional Socialism with

roots deep the romantic and
anthropocentric philosophy ol the

z

nineteenth century,  This  brought
him into s th all whe
winled to ity upon

the soil of nawwral existence and to
bring theology into line with the new
ideology that wis being developed
out of i With the iceession of
Hitler 1o power in 1933 he became
deeply  invalved in  ihe ulmrc'h
strugele. He was one of the founder

of the so-called Confessing (‘Imn]h
reacting vigorously and indi nantly
# he Nazi ideology of ™ blood
and race and the anempt

W sel up g “Germun Christian ™
Church
Ihe famous Barmen De

1o Berne three y ter, After |
Boing 1o schoal Freies |
Gymnasium ut Berne, Kurl Barth

1930

verned 1o establish the truth  that
God can be known only in accor
ance with his nature is il s revenled
m the overflowing of his lile and
love 1o creation. In his early writ-
s b set out w0 stress the immense
eull between God and man in order
o destroy the puntheism embedded
in modern culture and let Gaod really
be God und man really be human,
He uttached relentlessly all forms of
religion and cullure grounded upon
romuttic and irrationai  principles
His primury object was in twet o
leud theology away from what he
believed to b2 the fundamentally
erroneous outlook of the reiigions
philosuphy emunating rom the nine

Dr KARL BARTH

Swiss Protestant theologian whose influence
was world-wide

descension to give himself to man in
unconditional freedom and grace.
Barth expounded  his  doctrines
series ol sermons, addresses, Jec:
and in popular expasitions of
the Laith as well @ in his more solid
continuous works. D style was
vividly lit up by brilliant similes
and wrns of speech, and irrepres-
sible humour. In 1922 he publ
e second, dr lly altered, edition
al Der Rimerbrief,  inaugurating
M:.ﬂ eume to be called the * theology

hed

ol erisis ™ or * dialectical theology ™
This was followed in 1927 by Die
chiriseliche  Dogmatil i Futwief.

In 1932 he launched the Kirchlicl
Dogonarik, Tar wned the maost
original and  remirkable  contribu-
tion 10 sysiemulic theology that the
twenticth By 1954
it reached substantial
vilume (1 3 During these
fruitful de his influence was
spreading 10 other countries, and not
least Lo Girear Britain,
rth continued 1o

be an im
ely productive writer through-

oul the whole of his active life.
After the war the University ol
Minster mude amends by restoring
his doctorate in 1945, He continued

1o interest himsell keenly in current
thealogical diseussion, taking part in
controversies  regarding
hermeneutics,  * demytholo

ke With his vast authority and
prestige s a prophetic teacher, his
words made a profound impression
at the Conference of the World
Council of Churches held in Amster-
in "MK In the sphere of

the

| feenth  cenwry, in  the  identity | urts hiz was regarded as one of the

| berween the Spirit of Gowd and 1he | foremost exponents of the musie of

| self-consciousness or Mozart,

| between the luws of God and the | After Jeaving Germany in 1935

| ural structures of man’s life and | Burth began (o read glish lite

| history. tare  and  soon ame i devoled

| He found himself OVIG fowi admirer of the writings of Winston
& vast positive theologicul constric- (.h“'—uml u\lll |)|u|ru. | INnn::\ ]-i.l
tion,  Drawing on the Fathers und :_"',‘m{_‘;l'hd"' ‘1":]”‘: “un_"l‘“ ey
the  Relormers he demanded a | (LEdTEG e M .-Illmm,h
return to the prophetic eaching | pesponsible for the disasters to them-
ol the Bible tderemumbh, Paull of | selves and to the world, the Germans

| which he believed the Reformers | now needed friends to help them to
were  authentic  exponenis. He | become what they had never been —
accepled  much  renchant eritesm | g flu people, learning not o lusu-

| ol historical  Christiani fram | ¢ ideus but 1o face iy in the
Kierkegaard, Dostogvsk W Uver- | spirit of  Christinn reaiism.  He
heck .m.J Found  pasit help in | declined to show rowards commun-
Dorner. Vilmar, Kol and the | jam the same kind of direct ho<tility
Blumhardts,  The essence ol the | he had adopied towards Nazism, In
Christin message, he aflirmed, was | 1913 he married Nelly, daughter of
the overwhelming love ol  the Robert Hoffmann, state secretary of
absolutely  supreme,  tramscendent | the camon ol St Gull, They had one
God, who comes in infinite  con- faughter and four sons

|

|

famaus Barmen Declaration

Ihe
| drawn up in 1934 was largely based
an u draft which he had prepared,
and Lave IIIIL(‘[“'"!'('I“I'!IH" CNPTES-
sion o his convietion that the only
way to olfer effective resistunce o
the seccularizing and  paganiding of
the Church was 10 hold fust w0 the
one o Christian security,
Giod's self-revelation in Jesus Christ,
Though a Swiss citizen Barth was
ot altogether immune from persecu-
lion, bui his courageous stand and
fis refusal 10 tke the oath ol uncon-
ditional allegiance to the Fiihrer cost
him his ch i in Bonn in 1935, Luter
still i | he was stripped of his
doctorate h\ the University of Min-
ser: in the meantime, however, he
had been forced out of Germany. and
had been invited 10 o hair
of theology in his nutive eity. From
that date until the end of the war he
continued 10 champion the cause of
the Confessing Church, of the Jews,
and the oppressed peoples generally.

As a theologian Barth was con-
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