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HU“ ARIAR LHURCHES AGAIN)T "CHRIS?.’LM‘T LFTL~SENT TISE"

~ ﬂun s rian Chrlstlan Churches both Catholic dnd Protestant
publlshed the findings of the- Seellsber% Conference of 1947.
‘Each Church pvbllshed these, according to ite own particular’
creed, in many thousand copies, &eallng with the 51rn1flcance
of these points.

Any kind of ublic manlfestatlon of anti-Semitism is made
1mpossyble by the Government of the Hungarian Pgoples’ Democ-
racy as, according to paragraph 49 of the new Hungarian con-
stitution: "Discrimination of any kind against any citizen on
ground of sex, religion or nationality is & severely punish-.
able offence.ﬁ Thus the fight of the Churches against anti-
Jenitism is mainly confined to ant1~uem1t15m wrapped into

"Chrlstlan teachlnws, or hiding in the congregatlon.~

- ln the tract of the Hungarlan Reformed Church Dr. Johnu
_ Victor, theological professor writes among. others the fol-
lowing: .

"The warning that within the Christian Churches teachings
have becn voiced, which gave rise to views suitable to. fostcr»

hatred against the Tews, must give s serious panj to every
Christian’s heart. The mere fact that the proclamaflon of the
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Gospel of love during two thousand years failed to prevent
manifestation of hatred among Christians towards the peonle
of Jesus, ‘would be more than gufficient reason for a humble
self-examination of every Christian, This does not mean
that under the pretext of Christian teachings an intentional
attempt to incite hatred against Jews had been made. Whers
anything like that occurs, it is an obvious abuse committed
by individuals, proclaiming something under the pretense of
Christianity that is sharply opposed to it. The warning men-
tioned above refers to idcus which might unintentionally, -
and by lack of the necessary vigilance be proclaimed and
find root among Christians fostering anti-Semitic hatred.
The Christian with a partial and hateful mind towards Jewry
is at war with the whole Bible itself, objecting to the
very fact which ought to bring him to his knees, that it
‘pleased God to give His revelation contained in both the

- New and Old Testament to all people through the Jews. More-
over Jesus Christ Himself too, went about and distributed
His spiritual -and physical gifts among His people with a
devotlon as it there had been no other people in the world.
Thercfore, however loudly one may refer to Jesus Christ, it
cannot be but a spirit alien to His, that rvegards the Jew-
ish pcople with any other eyes than that of the love which
lived in Him towards ¥is own people.

Even the first fruits of the ministry of Jesus Christ
grew in the midst of thewJows. And even if His people as a
whole failed to open their hearts before iim, - and where
is -a people who did not,. yet, the first ones who joined
and believed Him wers of this people. -

The first professing witnesses wore Jews, and the whole
Christisn Church was at the outsct, o spiritual community
of Jews round Jesus. In the course of later centuries the
emphasis in the Christian Church might have pussed on to
other people, but even then it could only be the continu-
ation of a building, the foundation of which was laid down
by the Christians of .fhe early times and they were of the
Jewish people,

. | | \

Let us avoid presenting the story of the sufferings of
Jesus Christ in a way that would pour all hatred for His
death solely upon the Jews. It is not merely the Jews who
are responsible for the death of Jesus, because according
to tho Gospels, Jesus died on account of the sins of all
of us. |
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| Also according to History, beside the death sentence
of the Jowish Sanhedryn, thé approval of Pilate in the
name of the Roman Empire, Whic% at that time practically
meant the whole world, played an equally decisive part.
Aind the agitated Jewish mob following Jesus to Calvary
wore no more hcartlesgs than the armed soldicrs reeruited
of the Gentile world. - ' -

put we have to raise the question, did anybody ever
stop at the Cross of Jesus truly in the spirit, who does
not sece more than a historieal. event in it, the cause of
which must be only sought for in humen factors respon-
'sible-for it? And did anyboedy grasp the faintest ray of
the significance of the Cross, who, by apportioning the
responsibility for it, brings forth hatred apainst any-
body? Before the Cross, provided we have zrasped some
its significance, nothing but genuine reventance on ac-
count of our own sinfulness can find its way into our
hearts, becouse of the cruel reception which the living
incarnation of the love of God found in our world, and
at the same time an unspeakable gratitude must fill our
hearts that Jesus was wllling to accept cven this re-
ception, enduring it, because He could not help being
that Love rouady for any sacrifice even unto desth. And
it is this gratitude that must link the belisver in Jesus
Christ to the Prince of Love and to the service of His
ospel, and to the commandment of love for everybody,
for He, too gave His life for everyhody,

‘The manifestoogf Seelisberp also refers to the curse
of the agitated crowd to be found in the Scripturcs: .
"Uis blood be on us, and on our children”, and sdvises
to abstain moking sny comment in connection with it, as
~-this exclamation can in no wise triumph over the power-
ful prayer of Jesus: "Father forgive them for they know
not what they do." The history of the sufferings and
death of Jesus can be well brought home without dropping
a word about that cursc what the agitated frantic crowd
shouted before the judgment seat of Pilate, Three of
the four Gosncls may serve as an cxample, as they chose
to keep silent about this incident of that painful his-
tory. But the fact, that in one of the Gpspels, in the
Gospel of Matthew even this incident is recorded, may
serve as a further lesson to us, This Gospel, the most
"Tewish" of all, that is, it was written by a Jew, first .
of 211 for his, Jewish readers. He prusents his subject
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from the very outset to the end, so as to show what the mi-
- nistry of Jesus meant just for the Jswish puople, and what

1t;m1ght have meant, should events have taken another term.
This pecce of writing.is therefore imbued with painful love
towards his own people and he énly records that incident,
for he sees the final deterioration in the process, which
generclly speaking turned the soul of his people away from
Chrizt, Where the atmosphere of this love is present, that
incident of the Gospol may also be ‘referred to, because the
shoutin; of a desolated irresponsible crowd is overruled by
‘the werd of love which was louder, and which even amidst the
terrible sufferings of the Cross was praying for forgiveness
for those, who sinned against Him, -

" But where this atmosphere of love is missing, morcover

vhere the menace of the oppdsite must be reckoned with, it

is best to pass by this incident in silence. To nlant this
incident into an atmosvhere of lovelesmess, is an abusal,

-+ which the evangelist himself would most energetically ob-

- ject to, Do not let us pive tredit to the godless opinion
that the Tevrish people is despised and cursed, and condemned
to suffer.” |

A1l those conclusions which would like to sece the ter-
rible sufferings the Jewish people had to cndure from the
hand of so-c¢zlled Cheisti ns, all along the past centuries
justified by the teachings of the N¢- Testament, is a slap
in the face of the Christian faith and a fundamental truth
of Christian 1ife. Whenever despisal suppression or perse-
cution was the share of the Jows in the name of Christia-
nity, it was first of all trampling upon Christianity it-
self.

- keceording to the will of God, Jewry was the soil out of
which the Word, contained in both Old and New Testament, the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Christian Chusch sprang up, in
order to become the common treasure of all people. There-
fore n man living in the Christian faith, when thinking of
the Jews, must see first of all in it the people of whom
Jesus Christ Himself said: "Salvation is of the Jews". That
is why somebody %ustly remarked recently: "The Jewish pro-
blem is in reality a God-problem." It means that at the Dbot-
tor of our attitude towards the Jo-s, our real attitude to-
vapds God is 2lso hidden, Whom it pleased to proclaim through
the. ins trumentality of His people His redeeming Love for all
of us." concluded Prof. John Victor. ‘ :
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_THE JOURNEY OF PROF. THURNEYSEN AND REV. LUTHI Iv

HUNGARY o .

The Gazette de Lausanne. /Sept. 1949/ writes:

"It is known that Prof. Thurneysen from the University
of Basel and Rev, W, Liithi from Bern had been charged in’
May this year to visit the Hungarian Reformed Church. They .
could freely travel in the whole country and study its re-
ligious life. In a sermon preached recently in the Basel
Cathedral, Prof. Thurneysen made certain statements, whieh
are useful to know. ~ ‘ S

; What has most struck our observers is the frame of mind
of most of Hungarian Reformed Christians. Like all their
fellow-citizens they have surely much suffered, The warp
made them bathe in tears and blood, and the most couragous
of them would have reason enough to get discouraged and
distressed, But instead of all that a most impressive spi-
ritual revival is taking place. "All we went through, we
- had deserved it on account of the many faults committed."
They confess also in a spirit of faith and repentance: "We
have also deserved the nationalisation of our lands, as we
made idols of our land, sacrificek our descendants to it in
order to prevent its being split. And it was God Himself
Tho pulled down this idol." :

"¢ had our schools which were our pride and we made them
and their system a question of prestige towards the Roman
Catholic Church. They were a part of our Church policy. And .-
it was again God, Who destroyed 2lso this other idol, gi-
ving iﬁstcad a hunger and thirst for the Word of God to our

outh. f .
I "And what about the Jewish question? We tolerated the
petrification of Jewish gersecution and thus we brought
upon ourselves (od’s well deserved punishment. And yet we arec
~alive. God permitted a new lifé to spring up out of our
churches, where His Word can be freely proclaimed.”

The fruit of repentance is manifest in the Church in a
wonderful revival, Sunday became the Lord’s Day again,
Everywhere Bible classes are started which are attended by
many, after the-hard work of the day. These Reformed Hunga-
rian Christians do not mourn for their past prosperity, but
are looking ahead with a firm faith in God, = God, Who 1is
not confined to the vestry or the quiet room, but Who up-
sets®the power of the mighty to build up His Kingdom."
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THE ECUMINICAL TORK IN HUNGARY

The Hunzarian Committee of the- Nbrld Coun011 of Churches
held its first worklnu conference ciuce its reorganlsatloh
on 16 September 1849 im Budapist it thé centr-l hial-c e
querters of the Hungarian Reformed General Conventus Alburt
Bereczky, reformed bishop and Dr. Ivan Redk, lnnpﬁthP gus
nerel of the Hunzarian Lutherad Church pres1dcd at the mect-
ing, Dr. Ladislaus tap, Theological professor, who performed -
his tusks as goneral socretary and v1cu~pr0°1dbnt of the
Hunzarian committee of the World Couneil of Churches with -
extraordlqarv zeal and devotion, has already resimned his
office some time before and it was at this meetlnw that he
submitted his closing report, which wus vwateLullv wecapted
by the committec. Several important decisions werc made by
the committee, among others thc continuation. of ecum@nlcﬁl
evangelistic cmmpaiﬂno was also resolved. The sub-committse
for evengelism rceeived the commission to work out the
scheme. Further, the arrangement of an ccumenieal confer-
ence of ministers of the Gospel to be held at about the 11
November in the Martin Luther Missionary Institute of the
Hungarian General Lutheran Churclrwas also decided. All
- Churches participating in the World Council of Churches are
voing to organise comion Bible weeks each year for the fur--
therance of the mighty and holy work of the propagation of
the Hunzarian Bible. , ‘ S

Dr. Ladislous liakkal, gencral uecrbt'ry and Julius Groo
Dr. vice-president were commissioned to zet infto porsonal
touch with the Gencva headquarters. ‘

The re- orvanlsed ecumenical committes set to work with
full swing and there is every encour:gemunt to look forward
to its activities with great eypuctatlons.

- - -
[}

SOME NEWS OF HUNGARIAN REFORMED CHURCH LIFE

-

Dehrecens

- S ——

Vinisters of the Gospel in De hPtCuﬂ hive formed
a community of fellow-workers in order to be abls to serve
theip Church and the Lord by common Bible studies, by deeper
theological studies, by the inspirztlon of 2 closer spirit-
"nal fellowship. 150 a Bible coursc of presbytcrs ha been
organised by the Church district.
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Tﬁé;working union of Reformed cvangelists in Debrecen

planned an-evangelistic campaign embracing. the whole- town
for the period between the 2 - 9 October. The campaign is
prececeded and prepared by prayer meetings in-all the chur-
ches of the town at the same time. -

Budapest: | o

The commmnity of ministers in Bydapest used to
have every Fpiday night evangelistic mectings in the pro-,
fessors’ hall of the Theological Scminary, Boneral disous-’
sions follow the mectings. : \

Every Sunday 75 Reformed divine services are held at
39 different places, churches, missionary horcs, chapels,
. schoolrooms, hospitals and parish buildings. ’

OPENING OF THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR AT THE HUNGARIAN
REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES .

. At the Theolegical Seminary in Sdrosputak 36 students

. were adnitted to the fimst ferm., Seven of them arce girls
and 29 boys. The number of students of the sccond term in-
creased with 26, that of the third and fourth with 15-15,
and the fifth increased with 5, Before the beginning of
the school year, theological professors retired for two.
quiet days to prepare for their services. This time was
spent in the undergraduates’ holiday camp of Kézéphuta.

At the'Theologicéf Seminary of Pdpa, 48 studcnfs were ad -
mitted. 17 for the first term, two of these are girls,

Statisties of the Budapest gnd Debrecen TheologiCal Se-
minarics foiled to reach us before the close of this number,

 The Huncarian Roformed Weekly "Az Ut" gives the follow-
ine report of the opening of the new school term: |
Both professors and students gather round the common
Seripture portions., The task is not less than the sclentlj
fic recognition in faith of the Holy Trinity and the reali-
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gation of this doctrine of salvation for the congregations.
There is a pgrowing hunger and thirst for the Word of God in
our congregations, That is why we turn with 8o much exzpecta- -
tion towards our theolozical seminaries looking for the .re-
‘viving and strengthening fruits of the common holy activi-
ties of both professors and students alike, The most bLeauti- -
ful and most desirous result will be when, all our four semi-
naries will enrich the congregations with modern ministers

of a living faith, profound knowledge and exemplary life.
-All that does not merely depend upon the faithful endeavours
of our professors and students, but rather upon the thanks -
2iving and supplications of our congresations. Let our con-
gregations pray for the service of training new ministers!
When there will be praycrs, then there will be also fai'h,
knowledge and life at the seminaries and also material sup-
port, For pantries and purses easily open where the hearts
were already opened before," : ‘

-

~

SOME HEWS OF THi HUNGARIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH LIFE

Ten Hungarian Lutheren candidates for Divinity obtained

their diplomas:

LS

- Ten theological studsnts of the University of Sopron
passed their final cxaminations. '

On behalf of.the General Churchecouncil Bishop Lewis Vetd
D.D. was in the chair as commissioner of the examination,
Bishop Zoltdn Turoczy from the trans-Danubian district was
also present, 411 thc examinations were passed with very
rood results. The ten ministers received already employment.
. 28 new students were admitted to the first term of the
Lutheran Theologic~l Institute of Sopron. -

'TWO NEW iUNGARIAN THEOLOGICAL BOCKS

“Exegesis of the fGospel of John, by Erof.Charles Karner, D.D.

This helpful book is going to be~pub1ishéd vy the Hunsarian

" Inther Socicty. Prof.Karner is the wellknown author of the

fine Hungarian exegesis of the Gospel of Matthew and of the .
Epistle to the Romans.

The Fear of God in the Old Testament, by Nicolaus PALESY,

‘This. new book of‘xhe‘Theological Lecturer N.PA1LLy is
likewise obtainable at the Hunrarion Luther Socliety.

e e
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HUNGARIAN ARCHITECT BUILT 50 CHURCHES

- In the presence of many thousand believers Dr. Léwis
Vetsd, Lutherah'bishog placed the foundation stone ¢f the
‘Tuther c¢hurch in Borbényd. Julius Samdy, professor of
Polytechnic, inspector of several Lutheran presbyteries,
drew the plan of the new church which is going to be the
fiftieth church built according to-his planning. He re-
ceived a warm celebration frow the part of the Church-
leaders present at the occasion, Dr.Ivén 438k, inspector
- general of the Lutheran Church joining the words of the
bishop that followed the ceremony, expressed his joy at
the new church which is to be another eloquent sign of
- awakened Hungarian Lutheranism. Emil Margggsz, ingpector
of the Szaboles district, announced with joy that this
- church is_the third the cornerstone of which was laid in
this district within a short time.

... 1 YOURN THE PAST ITH REPENTANCE ...

The addresses of the representatives of the Hungarian
Christian Churches at the unveiling ceremony of the

Conotaph of Isreelitic vietims

o The ‘Israelitic Community of Budapest erected a monu-
‘méntal cenotap in memory of .the victims in unmarked graves.
Vice-President of the Presidentidl Council of. the Hunga-

rian Peoples?: Republic, Danicl Nagy was also present at.

the ‘¢elebration, ladislaus Béka, Seorctary of State, spoke
in‘thé name gf the Govermment. In the name of the indepen-
dont Peoples’ Front Imre Szirmay held a memorial address.

After the-funeral sérvice, Rev. Julius Groo, general secrec-

© tary”of the Hungarian Lutheran Church spoke, and among:
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others he said the following: o L

"It is in the name of the Hungarian Lytheran Church
that I am standing here, profoundly moved at the memo-
rial of the martyrs. My sense of deep regret is composed
of three kinds of sentiments. The first -is repentance.
All of us, each member of the Iutheran Church cannot but
‘feel deep repentance and make a confession.of sins, that.
this horror of the slaughter of hundred thousands of in-
nocent vietims could have taken place and that we could
not prevent it. = - T

The gecond sentiment that fills me is love., It is
with deep love that I am turning towards all those who
were left behind and whose hearis-are bleeding with
wounds that can never be healed, How we should like to
do all in our power to blunt the edge of this grief.

My thipd sentiment is a determined rosolution., A1l that
took place these five years ago, shall never, never be re-
peated! There must never be made any difference betwoen

‘man and man, there must be no sowing of the seed of hatred
between man cnd man., God bestowed equal dignity of every
man and 211 his children allsequilly dear to Him. This hu-
man disnity, and the appreciotion of human 1ifc must be
1ifted up high above everything ond protected. Let us ne- -
ver again permit human dignity being stemped upon.

I mourn the past with repentance and fturn with the love
of my heart towards the living, I should like to build
with o firm resolution o more humon future, This is -the
testimony of the Lutheran Church beforc the memory of the
nartyrs. Let mo close by greeting them with the words of
the Scriptures: "Blessed is the memory of the just.”

Dr. John Victor, Theological professor, rcpresenting
the Hungarian Reformed Church, said smong others the fole
lowing:

"Then I come in the name of the General Conventus
of the Reformed Church in the place of bishop Albert
Bereczky, to convey the deepfelt sympathy of our Church,
T-sEbulﬁ like to emphasize, that the sentiment I am going
to impart, is far more than compassionate sympgthy. Emo-
tions used to be soon fleeting., Emotions used to pass off
very soon. But before this memorial, compassionate sympathy
cannot become a passing sentiment, for 1t recalls the memoy
of millions of pcople, who had gonc, bscauss Irenzical hat-
red of vile people drove them into an early grave. The only
means to release this sentiment called forth by this memow~ -
rial is the belief, that the future shall bring the wonde-
‘rous works of eternal love, things past all imagination,

~




