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Barth Says Man in Perpetual Revolt
By ARTHU R BURTON, Ph.D.

BASLE, Switzerland—In thls
small, bustling untverstty town,
a stones throw from the historic
Rhlne Rlver, lives Karl Barth.

A short, dark man, wlth grey-
ing hair, he has the Intenstty of
a zealot but the benevolence of
a Patriarch.

Karl Barth has spent his llf e
studying 'the meaning and func-
tion of God and religion and has
been called the greatest theo-
loglan since Thomas Acqumas,
For the past 25 years he has
been Professor of Theology at
the Unlversity of Basle and be-
fore that held professorships at
Bonn, Gotingen, and Munster
In Germany.

His most noted work—Christ-
ian Dogmatlcs—is still unfinlsh-
ed even though 10 volumes have
been completed. In the United
States, Harper and Brothers
have just publlshed his "The
Word of God and the Word of
Man," a collection of his early
wrltlngs.

At 71 Professor  Barth
teaches every day and con-
tlnues work on his "Dogmat-
ica". He mentioned, with
twinkl e In his eye, that he
hart a class of American theo-
loffical students at the unl-
vcrsity and that he cnjoycd
workinsr  witl i them.

We talked about the preva-
lence of anxiety in Western cul-
ture and the suffering and dis-
tortions 1t produced in the lif e
of man. In his earller wrltings
he sald that he considered anx-
iety a defense agalnst the need
for God.

"Man is now in perpetual re-
volt—and flight—and has good
reason to feel anxious. Man
knows that he is not on the
right road, that is, to God," thus
spoke Karl Barth. The manl-
festations of this conflict are
fear and anxiety.

Barth sees a place for psychi-
atry and psychology but con-
siders it a "small means", with
"larger means" needed. Since
hospitals serve a purpose; he ac-
cepts psychoanalysls äs merely
an intermediary form of "hos-
pitallzation" in the world.

Barth 1s crltlcal of formal
educatlon today pointing out
it the aarne .Urne that he is
a teacher. He said that educa-
tioi i is uscful if only to pre-
vent "meaner"  dlsasters. It
does permlt achlevements
bascd on knowledge and the
importance of knowledge was
contlnually emphaslzed by
bim.

(Editor' s Note: Dr. Arthu r  Burton, chief psychologist at
nearby Agnews State Hospital, is travellng and teaching in
Europe. This is the flrst of a series of Interviews with noted
writers, theologians, psychoanalysts, and others on the con-
temporary problcms of mankind.)

Apparently, he sees tw.o
forms of knowledge—that of ex-
ternal fact and internal truth.
In total, Barth feels that mod-
ern education is "Uke music
being played while the ship is
sinking."

When I accu'sed him of being
a pessimlst, he said that to the
contrary a Christian could only
be an Optimist and that he is p:
quite confident about the fu-
ture of man. The questlon of
optimism or pessimism is really ii
irrelevant for there is no place bi
for such questions in Christian

discourse. God is gracious and
Al l Mlghty.

What is missing from current
education, ht believed, is the
"beginning" and the "end;"
that is; the goals of education
and thelr fulfillment.

Suffering reminds us that we
are not Goa but creatures with
limit s to our existence. It is a
condition of man and humanity.
Suffering is an exercise or
proof by which we take up the
fight for life. 1t is in a sense
a benediction and means that
important work remains yet to
be done. The sufferer by his
suffering receivcs a distinction

that no general or politician,
let us say, \vho does not suffer
can have.

Barth believes that Indlvld -
ual and political moralit y can-
not be separated, but that
there is ir.ore in the latter
than in the former. Indlvidua l
moralit y is to be found in
the Gospels and in Christ.
Whil e there is more religion
today »han ever  before, 1t is
not fundamental in his view
and we need a "great brcak-
through."

Man has not changed, but
Barth looks for the arrival of a
new man based upon the Old
and New Testament. He sees
all human nature in light of
the Gospels.

With this we parted and Pro-
fessor Barth resumed his work
on the 'Dogmatica.
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