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POLI'EICS AND THE PULPIT

TO THEEDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir,—~When in Berlin T read a letter in
. your columns from the Bishop of Durham
ron Germany and England which seemed
to me to represent the situation somewhat
inaccurately. May I therefore make a
few observations on it ?

(1) It is not true that the Christian churches
are ‘ treated with insult and injustice.”” 1
have in the past 10 days talked with many
German pastors of very different schools of | ¢

ought, and as far as I can judge (hey. arg
Il alike free to carry_on their work and |

ach the Christian fanh No "doubt in

anitdian ‘State thefe is a tendency to exces--
sive Government interference, and there are
tiresome and, one mlght think, fuule regula-.

tions ; but nothing is done fo preve nt themy
fro domg their worF, provﬂ‘eﬂ‘fﬂﬂ“ﬂ‘bﬁ%’

the laWw <and “d5 1 “‘G;mgm’helr \eir_pulpits for:)

polmcﬂ _purposes.
Y Pasior N"cmoller is in conﬁnement

° and delcrmmeg!%
e Was a4 man whose recCord
o servucc to the German nation commended }.

him to the authorities, and his resistance was.
| for some time passed over, He might, 1 am:
told, be released gt Qnco—ib-ha-nowld-vnder-.
take to Audidusing. hispulpit  for . peliticak
purposes. Even in this country we do not
like political sermons, and are doubtful
Whether they bencfit the Christian Church. Ty
Germany politics in the pulpit are forbidden
by law, and Pastor Niemoller =5 conﬁnod..tn,

prevent him f{om :

|
t

so long since we 1 Fied the expen-
ment of confining troublesome clergymen at
the pleasure of the Court. We have found
that method mistaken: we believe that in
Germany they will also find that it is not a
good way to deal with the situation, They
should remember that ecclesiastical move-
ments only become dangerous il you try to
repress them. In any case, 1 cannot sec thatyf

‘ justice, tolemuon freedom, and good f(ultg_
are set at nought.”

(3) 1 think that great harm is done by the
habit certain English divines have of confusing
the Confessional Church with the whole Evar-
gelical Church. 1t is much the same as if
a foreign ecclesiastic should think the Church
Association or the Church Union represented
the English Church. 1 cannot give slatistics,
and | do not think that it is possible to ohlam
them, bul the great major |lv of ierman '
are cither ifeutr 2
German  Christians:  that s, Lv.m;.clica
Christians who_accept the National SOCIalist | 3
regimic,  TNCy carry on Incir wWoik wilh mme,
or less success as our own clergy do, and, pro-
vided they confine themselves to preaching the
Gospel, without any interruption by the State,
There are dangerous and non-Christian ten-
dencies, bul they believe that they are best
met by domg their work properly. Ore of my
informants. a well-known theologian, who,
although not of the Confessional Church is
respected by “iem, said that he thought our ||
English clergy made a great mistake in identi- |
{ying themselves as they do with one section
of the Church. and that they did not help
them. What we ought to do was to do all
in_our pewer 1o i

fessionals, hut in ne;ectm the opportuniti
D < . - -

great mistake,  There are sc:me signs at present
of a tendency towards unity, and instead. of
encouraging th2 isolation of the Confcmonal
Church we shoild urge them ¢ . hel

(4) Germany at present has a form of
government of which many people do not
approve, but the great majority of the German
people believe that it has brought them order
and self-respect and good government, |t has.
done things of which we do not approve, but.
then. we have done. and are doing, many things
of which tiie Germans do not approve. and
1 am not guite certain whether we are always
righteous. The German people almost univers-
ally desire our friendship : the German Church
in particular desires to be friendly with our

C;\hug.h 1 doubt wheth r__ellcr\_ﬁdk_c;_ux‘}]mf
the_Bishop ol EEEEEE apy.gond tot
on\hosc eha;f they ’gdmm 1o be wm’ﬁ?\'

Théy certainly do nof help (e causé of peace

or of friendliness between nations. They do

not, I believe. help the influcnce of Christianity,

in Gcrmany Would it not be better to abstaing

aom the pleasingz task of continuou: 'y scol
other natigg: and atgmpt to uwd
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