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TBE GERMAN CHURCHAH ET—__u ,a ,e
AND THE PULPIT

TO THE.EDITOR OF THE TIMES
1 Sir,—When in Berlin I read a letter in

• your columns from the Bishop of Durham
on Germany and England which seeroed
to me to represent the Situation somewhat
inaccurately. May I therefore make a
few observations on it ?

(1) 1t is not true lhat the Christian churches
l are " treated with insult and injustice." I
| have in the past 10 days talked with many
German pastors of very different schools of

tiought, and äs far äs I can^jiulge^..thj?y..
Jl alike free to carry pn their work and lj
BacfiTTRe Christian faijh."*  l̂ o "Höiibt in

irrfnäfi^State there Ts^tenSenqy to exces-
Isive Government interference. and there are
tiresome and, one m.ight think, ful' l e regtija -̂
tions; but nothing is done to preveriif'ffier'

l -• ^^^_̂ * ĵ£mw**u***—^~+ — -i— _ . fi__ j.

from doing their work, provldeo1

the Jär-aticf"do n
Ipolitical purposes.

«w-t-.»̂  •••-<•:". , -w-~

t\

pujpits
»*— imrH

s in confinement
decrminedN .:

t* was a mim
of service to the German nation commended f .
him to the aulhorities, and his resistance was
for some time passed over. He micht, I am
told, be rrl~n"rr[_|iJ_onr« if h« mftitld 'iinttrr |J

purposes, Even in this country we do nof
lik e polilical sermons, and are doubtful
whether they bencfit the Christian Church. Irr
Germany politics in the pulpit are forbidden
by law, and Pastor Niemöller*'COirftiwd4a»
prevent him from fjjsohqyjßg ]he in

serious peiiajü '̂ 't is nö
so long sihce we i'R"WgT3nöH"ieü the expcri-
ment of confining troublesome clergymen at
the pleasure of the Court. We have found
that niethod mistaken: we believe that in
Germany they wil l also find that it is not a
good \vay to deal wi th the Situation. They
should remember that ecclesiaslical move-
ments only become dangerous if you try to
repress them. In any casc. I cannot sec tha f;
" justice. toleration. freedom, and good failh|
are sei at nouchl."

(1) I th ink thai great härm is done by the
habil certain F.n?lish divines have of confusing
Ihe Confcrssional Church w i«h the whole EVUP-
gelical Church. 11 is mucli the same äs if
a foreign ecclesiastic should th ink the Church
Assodalion or ihe Church Union represent ed
the English Church. l cannot pive slatislics,
and l do not th ink that i t is possiblc to ohtain
them. but lh£jgreat_m;uor[jy_of German pastor .̂
are either ileiiifrlilt n iheir oinlook or modern!
German Chr ist ians: (hat is.
Christ ian« uholaccept the National_
reglrnc! l hcy clTrry on tfTci r work w i t n more,
or less success äs our own clcrpy do. and. pro-'
vided they confme themselves lo prearhiniT the
Gospel, wi thout any interrupl io ii by ihe State.
There are dangerous and non-Christian tcn-
dencies. bul 'hey believe t h ut they are best
met by doing their work properly. One of my
informants. a wcll-known theologian. who,
although not of the Conl'essional Church is
respccted hy 'icm. said that ho thought our
English clergy made a great mistake in idenli-
fyini ; thcmselves äs they do with one section
of the Church. and lhat they did not help
them. What we ought to do was to do all
in our p»vwu\ to promotc the un i ty of. the

11

•ff iG,grnjari"t~nii|;cnu we migii t rcsoect tTic C'qn-
fessionals, but in reiecjin̂  ihe onnortiinities.
Dr. Zöllner'.1» cömmillce f>tlcrgcLW(*  ni;lf!Cm<1

great: mistüka. There are sr.me signs at present
ot a tendency towards un i t y. and instead.of
encouraging th: isolation of the Confcssional
Church we should urge theni to help to c.rca^e.
for Germer)y a ffiurcn ü'n»ed ar.d "<nereTonT
ströng. — ' -—

(4) Germany at present has a form of
government of which rnany pcople do not
approve. but the great majority of the German
people believe that it has brought them ordcr
and self-respect and good government. 1t has.
done things of which we do not approve. but,
thcn. we have done. and are doing. many ihinii s
of wliich t i i e Germans do not approve. und
l am not quite certain whelher we are always
righteous. The German people almost univers-
ally desire our friendship : the German Church
in particular desires to be fr icndly w i t h our
Church. l doubt whethet_lettcrs.Jike_-ÜiaUQf
the ^ishopoT Dur|harnjp jiuy-^QOd _to. t dßse

'l on J !̂jos<; IBchaJf Jhey.'c'laim lo be wr/tt^-n
They certainly d ô noT licTp "tue caiise~öf peace
or of friendliness brtween nalions. They doi
l not. I believe. help the influcnce of Christianityl
[i n Germany. Would it no! be bettcr toabstair

i the pleasin/g task of continuou?!y scoli'
)ther naiiflaT and attgrnpt J6 undj


