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Open letter to Dorothy Tenmon Molan

out the evaluation form attached to i%t. But I find that my “furk

comments” are such that it would not make much sense, if I answered

the beginning of the guestionmaire. Also 1t seems easiest £o me to

address wy comments to you directly, as I seenm to kuow vou 2 1little

throush your book. I hope you will sive then s hearing and th
will have the patisnce to evaluate,for your part, the sugeesiions

which I have written into your wimiographed Wemuseript,

K2A AH%
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ien't the same st all. Yompare alsgo Fark 14:27=%31. Bvidently the

3 identifies with the sheep; the sheep camnot identify then-

selves with tﬁ@;she%hér&. e Take 1T17-10 ¢ gven 1T we did 21l that
i m%mmanﬁ&ﬁ to us {(merbe dying on a crmsmg Jesus would stil1 be
the mmster, whereas we would find durseives smong the servants who
anly do what is thelir duby.
2) It destrove the veve srent distance between Jesus Christ and his
foliowers whick we observe throughout the Few Testament. It is aph
to lead into & certain chumny or shoulder-pmtting attitude towards
Yguusn which,thoush it may take wimkdy refined and even ﬁlg 1y relig-
'aﬁé forms, nevertheless at its despest is lrreverent.
4} +t encourages ug to project into the person of Jesus our own
favobite concepts and wvaluss, whereas in y%ﬁlity {as in the %ﬁbl&}
Jesus Whrist slways confronis us, alweys surprises and catches us,
alwsys oroves Far beyond snd above -~ close %o us only through his
own affort which we eall @ grace.
5) it favors ﬁ%@ mizmaconcertion thet salveiion comes by identification
and hence by works., ﬁmﬁy&?@ ?.4. the explanation given in ithis book
fTor Psalm 9032 1? {Ist the favor {(grace] of §§§ Lord, our ¥od, be
unon us. &nd establish thou the work of our handst}: “%ﬁia mEanS
that we want to be plessing to Yod., It pleases Yod for ug to be

good workers. .. if we do our work well, 1t will itast, " (Session S

sn gcknuledgement and o Suggestion

1t seemz to me that without tos mueh of o change you could drop the

Zgeving in wmind the identification %&iak God'® “on undertook to be

in our likeness, “like his brethiren in every respect® (Hebr.2: i??
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gyou want to -point sut to the childven that Jesus Christ, in his chiid-

, @ond one they would have loved %o haw %r%%mﬁ

hood, has been a i »33, Just 3“ﬂ ome of thenY However, he Tieed L
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sigilar to our's in many respecte, were 1ol guite

the same. You wanl to make the children fapilisr with the cultural

matting in which he grew Wo snd which was to be the baokgrowmd of
vim tenching and of his ghole 1ife’s sbtory.

211 of this soems guite 1 important to me and wery much worthehl

orimary chil a??n*“ smagination snd zeal foyy lenrniy

witse ? v oertainly succead in hringing this 1ittle carpenter

erom Hasareth very close to the botality of todayts childpen, in fact
eloser then if you had deseribed him either az a 1itile suburbanite
{a danger which y@mA%ﬁ#@ serbape still not completely é% mped } O a8

s little eontenporary froz a raral éi@%@i&t of this country.
Aapeaver, besides pointing e ta n eultural heribage, you bave found &
clever way o iﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ_ﬁﬁmﬁ of the T34 Testarent Deripture which,

in 4his whole setting and me the children learn tpgether with the
boy desus, Seend ty aome alive guite rendiiv. By this metrof the 014
Wéétamemﬁ serves as a ploture book which shows how Yod, st different
stapes, hes dealt with Teragl, or with iii& or thet man n particu-
lar Tox the purpose of meking rimhelf known to nis gﬁapze ang of
saving them from dispersion and Adpair. dy your method the dunger

of 1 i ; the wikie id Testament as a dump heap of nistory from which

to “aacu@ %?&l%ﬁﬂﬁ ﬁﬁwdyzﬁﬁ of faith snd wisdom, and blameless hepyoes

of a;ﬁf&g@ spd strength can easily b avoided.
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vedagogical goals and religicous purposes? This, I guess, is the im-
pending question that first of all editors of Church School ‘aterial
will heve &0 enswer. But it also concerml every-one who is responsible

for tescking and preaching in the ehurch.

T4 iz tvue that the biblical texls always sees larger than the ﬁm&ll
cash we ezpect them to yield for ouwr distribuiion to the crowd in nead.
But should we begrudgs “od the sbundence of gairitusl food he has in
shore Tor us, because we heve resigned ourselves to live on ziag aluns

and crunbs 7

I readily admit tha
You cammot simply throw the whole Bible at wmiddlers; XaNE#

¢t you mlways have to consider whom you are teaching.

you will have

a

guestion »f completeness. Hho will gver be &ﬁm&iﬁ%ﬁ in his witness?
We have to meke echoices and decisions about which stories to tell,
and which %f%i@ﬁ»@f a particular etory to siress fﬁr g pavriicular age
group. dub din o ahﬁ%i@g and é@lﬁtimgng sre not at liberiy, we are
bound %o g&V%, if not a comple te then &tJlaa&t a true witness. What
we ohose has t0 be zood news for the children, a part of the central
message of the Bible and not a Siﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ&%&ﬁﬁ af it. Por if we
nemdkine corollary look 23 the cardinal point, we will end up

in s distortion of the trath. E% iﬁ‘ﬂﬁ? responsibility ss teachers

i..
in the wh’fﬁ*&ﬂ Sehool kuxinyvexswliislused mmmi nak@wg kmovm the
angl Hhwo
witness of %ﬁ& a§a$%1$$ end prophets, to lay a solid foundation upen

£0, The chief corner stone, which is Jesus UChrist hinself, we

cannot vrovide, but we csn poinit at him from the very 8 tart of our

 keaching.
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Companion note from C.R.Andrews

Whenever someone by the name nExRwxtk or with the thoughts of a *Bartht
comes across our work we have the fmmiimg frightening feeling that z grow-
ling lion is-~for no reason at all as far as we ean see-— tearing ané gnaw-
ing at our best xnten@ioné%and most well worked out product.

We mzy react by putting up our best defences-~these comments simply ¢o not
take into aceount these or those principles upon which our work is built. ¥We
may “pidgéon-hole” the comments as those of s “"fundamentalist", "modermist®,
or some other "~ist". We may try to find the lion-keeper to get this lion aff
our hands and back in some cage. Ur we may try fto "identify" with the liom to
find why on earth he growls and bites this way.

The last response may prove to be the most helpful. Wot, of course. that we
need to bewome lions too, or that we need to become members of this or that
téologieal “school”., But we may find to our surprise that this lion is not
tearing at us so muc%is for us...trying his best to get us out of our own
cage, trying to free us not to become lions ourselves but so that we will
find in the open air of the Bible our own best work suddenly appearing
before us. He wants us through the Bible not %o becam@ a lion but to became
free to do whatever work @9& places before us.

It has occurred to me in reading the cemments made unon the two booksgnclas@d
how importent it is that we bring our Judson materials to the gsttention of
some such ¥liom", Thoughout the land, as we well know, we have many conser—
vative (not fundamentalist, but evangelical) chureh@b. Many of these eriti-
cize Judson impllcltly by leaving us for David €. Cook, ete. There is
nothing good in their doing so, but there may be’ sdéthlng right in their
uneasy feeling that, no matter how stuffed with Bible quotations, Judsom
material on the whole is not really dependent upon the Bible as its source.
PThis is not a feeling which ean be quleteﬁ with pamphlets on the enormous
use of the Bidble in the nmsterials, by siatistics showing how often the Bible
is quoted, nor by speakers and displays urging the use of Judson. Rather, it
geems to me, such a feeling can only be met by some such approsch as is evid-
ent in the comments—-serious Hible study, attention to the text and contbext,
from which a series or a given lesson, by the help of our undewataﬁazng of £
the ehildren to be taught, flows.

¥ith all the erltxeal comments on Miss Holan's book, it is clesr that it 1&
beeause she is approsching the serics from something like this point of view
that a ceriain empathy exists between commeniator and asuthor. Beecause of this
empathy the comments made are more nositive, and 1moly clearly the sort of
freedom in the Bible whieh is ours for the taking. The contrast at this point
with ¥Miss Bussell's work, is, it seems to me, an extremely good 111u$taatien
of what all this is about.

sig. Charles R. Andrews

Fov. 2ist, 1959



