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Ehe cbverse side of judgment, however, is divine forgiveness. Faith
is God's mirsculous creation in men f the willingness to abandon
every claim to humen merit and accsot forgivensss as the froe gift

of grace. There is therefore no hL.aP Imowledge (not even the
Ept ien uﬂaOlOgy.3 or morallity or even pisty which can withdraw a
gg v%gzdunb shadow of Cod's 516_ wonte On the other hand ther: is

® in being anti-religious, Nelithsr positive human activity
nor its negation is continuous with divine grace. Barth dsals the
shrewdest of blows to left and right.

To the sys of faith the whele strange and guestionable human
drema is a tragi-comedy, a tragsdy because sin and sorrow B8 inevit
able death are *a+nﬁqely roal, & comecy because the last word liss
with God and that is a word of ”ovﬂvvea ss. "Double predssbtination”
which forms such an embarrassing f in Peouline thouszht is not
to be brushed aside lmnsiiently az ali 0 modern tsste and ene
lighgments It is rathker o”%%sceﬁt G intﬂfaveteé as thes gracios
act of God who pradestines to rejec 11 sinful bhuman 1ifo & and
what areeof human 1life g unbtainis in ordar that, "our grood and
111 ua?@c”cned and both forgiven™, ‘e may elsch all men 0 eitoraal
life in Josus Chrigt. Ths 01d men S f%?+ the new man mey D2 DOIN.
The p%eaomena of morelity and of religiolm in all its vard 1sbies are,
rightly understood, mer:s psrablaes of the slection of the nsw man

in Christ, the subjsct of faith and recipient of the promises.
“hbHCﬁcna cilimporallity end 1frellg:on are merely narsbles of
sjection of the old man, that is oF pverv‘hln human.
ﬁhus 2 *“mcy pWavﬁﬁ out unor the b ; ﬁeath, the abyss which
enn Christ, the incarnate
Son o? Go d £o die. ‘h S of the Resurrection,
which is a domm of faith, =3suprss Us L-" when man dies GJu recreates.
The recrooted "I v%lcﬁ in faith
which is the sub‘vct of zsltﬂ s rezog
This ig the unic mysvi ”hl*n excludss
wysticism and is the e g of the
Abcnemaont. The bond of sh*o be
the visibie church is a |
logical congsotion it his concen bmoﬁ
who is the present reality of the new wen which we hfe vef
nrcniss. e ars united by what empirically w 5 ﬂO? vct
united by ocur oromised ”cnbo?ship in the body of
which meires it impossible for us 0 view thelem
petween Christ ianspnd Shristienshnd between Christians and the
world with an easy conses Turther, Chriastian ef%?ﬂs is th-
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ndividualts duties towards the comstituibed uuuhOPities.
It was scarce ;r bo be expacied that, faced with the gre
ulty of ths or , the gifted sransliatopr should qou some-
p, for example, at the fcot of page 460,
to the daman& which Paul maekes 1is &t
ous {from the human p»oint of view) and
view of faith) & parsble of Jesus Christ among
*he 31n“ers, . or twice thn word ’unsgmbstblsch has be=n
misleadingly transleted by "unsympathetic”. DBut these are small
b'emws&ea whleh serve merely as a foil ©o a brilliant periormences.

from
Professor Norman Ve POrtecus,
8t. ¥eryts Collegs,

-

University of St. ARIPrSVS.




