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Flrst guestion.

You said yesterday that we are here in Amsterdam not to
formulate programmes and general principles hut to
practise concrete obedience., I shonld like to ask you
to be a 1ittle more concrete ahout that "eoncrete

obedience" and to tell us what that concretely means,

This 1s a misunderstanding, T did not say that we are
here in Amsterdem to practigse concrete obedience but to
exerclse ourselves in heing ohedlent concretly. We come
together here in Amsterdam &s Christisns living in very
different situations and we are here to hear and to
leern from each other how we are to act in those c¢ircum-

stances., T am ahso;utely againgat ganeral principles.

We have always to decide hic et mme in the moment and
in the situation in whieh we find ourselves, bhut T think
we have got to learn from each other what 1t really means

to he obedient.

Second Question.

What do you think sbout Dr. Dodd's paper given yesterday?
For technical! ressons T eould not understand 21l Dr. Dodd
said, vt I think T might say that we are rather near to
each other. Dr, Dodd uses 2 very different theological
language and comes from a very different theologlcal
hackground snd tradition, but 7 have the impression that

in fact we are not very diatant from one another.
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Mr, Taft:

Dr. Barth:

Ihird Question
I would like to ask Dr. Parth if he really meant what he

said when he said that we must not care if the number of
Christians increases or diminishes.

(Smiling) As Chairman, I carnot allew 2 question
expressing dovht that our speakers mean what they say.

As to the general question "Do T really mean what I say".

I do not care to answer 1t, but T think T will answer the
concrete question which was put to me. What I sald is

just what the Bible and especially the New Testament do say.
There we do not find a word about the number of Christians
always increasing until every-ore calls himself a Christian,
On the contrary, what the Bible and the New Testament say
is that 1t might be only a small flock, T wanted to draw
your attention to this fact and to stress it in view of the
wide- spread optimism concerning the future of Christianity.
I am not a prophet. I do not say that the number will
diminish., 1 only say that the Bible maskes us reckon with,

and not to care too much ahout small numhers.

Eourth Question
In your paper you put Rome and Mosecow very close together,
Is not that rather daring and liable to misinterpretation.
What do you think about the encyclopical letter from the
Koman Catholic bishops which was read in the Catholie
churches in the letherlands on Sunday last concerning the

Angterdam conference?
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To answer the second question first, T can only say that I

have not yet seen that letter, As to the first question,

T want to say "It is not T who put Rome and Moscow close
together.m They did it themselves.by declining the invitation
to the Amsterdam conference., All T 4id was to comment on

this remerkable fact.

Eifth guestiop.

You =aid that vou were amazed that In all the pspers of

the third section there wes no word to he found concerning
the problems of private property., money, capital ard so

on., Didn't you know that this guestion 1= looked upon as
go important that it will he treated in s special volume®

I have to comment on t ose papers we have got, I have studled
very earnestly all the papers in the four volumes that we
have got during the last year and I cannot help repeating
today what I said yesterday, I think it is quite amazing
that there 1s a whole volume of papers on the social order
and disorder in the world where the problem of private
property and so on is not treated. That 1s what T wanted to
say and T think it really ought to be treated.

Don't you think that these special questions were left
aside hecanse thev were wery fully treated in the papers
for the Conference on Chureh Community and State in

Oxford, 1937 and in the Report of that Conference®

We do not 1live in 1937 any more, but in 1948. The question
is put in a new manner, in new circumstances and in a new
context today. T carnot admit that it is possible simply

to refer to answers given eleven years ago, I cannot admit
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either that it 1s possible to speak about social gquestions

withovt earnestly taking into consideration this specific
issue.

Perhaps T may he allowed to say something as Chairmen of
the Study Committee. I do not quite understand what

Dr. Barth means becsuse I think there are many references
to money, property, capital and so on in this volume.

T think that if you were to take a red’ pencil and go
through the English text you would find each of these
wvords ten or twelve times,

To make quite clear what T mean, T would like to say

this: when the whole of Christendom meets here for the
first time in historvy. to speak of the gqrestion of social
order and disorder in the world, then the word of such an
agsembly should have the quality and profoundness of the
Communist manifesto of 1848, It will be by this com-
parison that the world will weigh' up and measure what we
say., It is, therefore, insufficient, in my view, that the
word "money" ocecurs twelve times and the word "property"
ten times in this volume, What is needed is a fundamental
snswer to the challenge put hefore us by Soclsllsm and
Communism, What we find in the third volume is only a
sociological essay hut not & real answer to the problem

of Communism. If we do not grasp the seriousness of this
challenge our answer will certainly not he heard on the
other side 1.e. the Socialist end Communist side, Just let
me add one word, 1 did not say and I did not mear that I
world he shle to give that answer which 1s neaded myself

and T am not at all snre that the Church of today is able to

do 1t, but T em guite convinced that if we are tc speak on

the question of social order we have to give an answer to

the problems raised by Socialism and Comrunism in our time.
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