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The Thought of Two Centuries

From Rousseau, the litteratenr

“Protestant Thought: From Rous-
sean lo Ritschl,”” by Karl Barth
{Harper. 435 pp. 87), includes eleven
essays in which the distinguished the-
ologian discusses those thinkers whose
works have affected his own thought.
Henry . Van Dusen, who has written
many studies of religion, is the presi-

dent of Union Theological Seminary.
By Henry P. Van Dusen

ISITORS to Karl Barth's study

in Basle have reported their
amazement to discover its walls dom-
inated by two large photographs, one
of Mozart, the other of Schleier
macher, Barth's admiration for Mo-
zart, verging on veneration, is well
known; it furnishes the theme for his
contribution to the recently published
“Festschrift” in honor of Paul Tillich,
There Barth proudly confesses that
“for years and years” each day's
labor on the great “Dogmatik” has
been preceded by a period with Mo-
zart’s musie. But Schleiermacher!
Was he not the “Father of Modern
Theology,” the fountain-source of
most of the aberrations which Karl
Barth has devoted a lifetime of labor
to expose and confute? Is not Schlei-
ermacher cast in a satanic role as
béte noire of Neo-orthodox protest
and whippingboy of its polemic? If
the astonished visitor is bold enough
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to voice his surp his hest may
reply indulgently, “Schleiermacher—
he is the father of us all!”

Each picture is symbolic: Mozart
of Barth's wide-ranging culture, and
also of an unsuspected sentiment
which is close to sentimentality.
Schleiermacher, as evidence that the
picture of Barth as an extreme
dogmatic rebel against his own In
lectual and theological heritage, is a
cavicature, indeed the direct obverse
of the truth.

Of the latter, much-needed cor-
rective of the all too familiar carica-
ture of Karl Barth, this volume is
the definitive proof. It consists of
eleven essays, originally lectures in
his classroom at Bonn a guarter-
century ago, drawn from a more
inclusive German work, An introduc-
tory diagnosis of “Man in the Eight-
eenth Century” provides the setting
and connecting theme for a critical
exposition of ten representative think-
ers of that and the following cen-
turies.

Professor Jaroslay Pelikan, in an
admirable introduction to this Ameri
can edition, fastens upon two quali-
ties which inform the entire hook,
First, the reach of Barth's interest
and the breadth of his erudition are
suggested in his choice of subjects,
which ineludes not only the theolo-
gians Herder, Schleiermacher, and
Ritschl, but the philosophers Kant
and Hegel, and also the poet Novalis,
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the litteratenr Rousseau, and the soci-
ologist Fuerbach. And the same im-
mense learning which illumines every
page of his “Church Dogmatics” with
apt and acute comments upon the
whole corpus of classical Christian
theology appears here. Second, per-
haps the most unexpected features of
a survey which ranges over such di-
verse minds are the “depth of his
understanding” and the sympathy of
his interpretation, There could be no
more impressive witness to the real
greatness of this man of strong and
militant convictions than his disei-
plined determination to get inside
minds and spirits so utterly different
and uncongenial to his own. Only in
the case of Ritschl is the treatment
cursory and perfunctory, One can im-
agine a heavenly conclave of most of
these intellectual giants, who would
have found it difficult to agree on
anything on earth, vying with one
another to pay amazed and grateful
tribute: “Karl Barth has understood
me perfectly!”

The importance and value of this
work are twofold. First, as an in-
troduction to the thought of the eight-
eenth and nineteenth centuries, it is
certainly one of the most enlighten-
ing and stimulating single volumes.
Here its ‘est is in no sense limited
to theologians but is for all who de-
light in the history of ideas and
seck illumination on their own intel-
lectual ancestry. These leetures must
have excited Bay students at Bonn
and them scurrying to read the
jects” own writin they may ren-
similar service to American
of today.

Lastly, however, “Protestant
Thought” is important as an indis-
pensable introduction to the most
powerful and influential theological
mind of this century. This is the place
to begin acquaintance with Karl
Barth, Indeed, if one holds, as does
this reviewer, that the obligatory pre-
requisite to understanding any man's
thought is some knowledge of his
intellectual biography—a thesis bril-
liantly vindicated by Barth himself
in this book—then here is the sine
qua non for discussions, not to speak of
criticism, of Karl Barth., Any serious
student must wish to follow the pil-
grimage which formed and deter-
mined Barth’s mind; now it can be
made under his guidance. Doubtless
the most immediate result will be a
richer and profounder understanding
of the movements of thought which
have, largely unrecognized, molded
the contemporary mind. But for many
readers, an unintended by-product
may well be enthusiastic friendship
for the mind of the guide; for some,
perhaps, even conversion to his dis-
cipleship,




