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Preachers in print
by Christopher. Driver

VEN among Christian consumers be unfairly confined by such a limita-
It is generally conceded tion. But this method enabled Mgr
Knox to leave some of his best work
behind him. Although some of the
I z “ occasions ” he celebrates will seem
she interrupts Mr Coliins after he has strange to Christians of other tradi-
read three pages of Fordyce and is tions, there can be -nothing but
Tebuked for her lack of interest in admiration for a man who could be
books of a serious Stamp.”  Yet  simple but not simple-minded, allu-
arguably, we read much that is less giye but not pedantic, stylish but not
succinet, less apposite, less  well mannered—the same man, in fact, in
thought-out angd lesg, polishked in style the pulpit as in an Oxford SCR, but
than many essays in this art; and a man Who never mistook, as others
though a Donne is not born EVery  do, either place for the other.
century the sermons of lesser men at i
least reflect, even when they are MONG the other collections
unable to improve, the age which one mnaturally turns to Karl |
dozes under them. Barth’s Deliverance to the Captives
But perhaps the trouble is that (SCM Press, 125 6d). The title is |
Sermons are - not simply didactic not lightly chosen, for most of these :
literature (though they = are com- sermons were in fact preached to |
monly mistaken for this, sometimes inmates of Basel Prison, where the
even by the people who deliver them) great theologian is a visitor. It is an
but rather, if they are to fulfi] their exacting test even for Karl Barth to
burpose, part of the act of worship  submit to, and it is a tribute to.him
which includes them. In a sense, that wisdom, honesty, consideration,
their excision and marketing between and reverence shine through' these
hard covers is a dismal pages—even through an . indifferent
like a film of Holy lon. translation: “We do not know
Thus, to discover a preacher worth whether they could pleag attenuating
reprinting many contenders must be circumstances,” Barth is made to say
imij i grounds. of the eriminals crucified with Jesus.
ust realise, as Barth himself remarks in a preface
most Anglicans do not, the sacramen- that the prayers he gave were to his
tal significance of what he is doing, mind as essential as the sermons
and his responsibility to Scripture. themselves, and prints both together.
He must have ga talent, as most Helmut Thielicke’s The Waiting
Dissenters and almost all Methodists Father (James Clarke, 12s 6d) also
do not, for being at once clear, con- suffers from translation—into Ameri-
cise, felicitous, and vivid. He must can—ifor even a faithfyl rendering of
be acutely conscious of his audience—  idiom cannot make a sermon
the particular gifts and limitations of preached in Hamburg sound like one
& particular congregation. preached in Cincinnati. Dr Thielicke
There are two contemporary has a congregation of 4,000, limited
preachers in print, both now dead, only by the size of the largest church
who pass all these tests. One is the  in Hamburg, for sermons which are
Congregational layman Bernarq longer than English congregations
Manning. The other is the Roman tolerate. These are on the parables
Catholic Ronald Knox, whose Qcea- of Jesus, and apart from C. H. Dodd’s
sional Sermons (Burng Oates, 425) are  « The Parables of the Kingdom * it
prefaced by Father Philip. Caraman g hard to recall studies, especially of
with a significant note on his method: the difficult » parables, which are
“Both on the scheme and on the simultaneously so approachable and |
detail greater labour was spent than illuminating.
on the preparation of his  books. America, by all accounts, could do
L e W
any cuts bracketed off, words scored %ﬂg %((i)(}{l‘ees(s)?saﬁlﬁgltggaggg eg}ggges
out and others substituted, on the y d and pointed, but i
typescript which  unfailingly he 125 6d) are sound and poin €d, but 1
carried with him into the pulpit. He their slapdash language entitles him
lite, gover known, at least in his later —as the blurb says—to be advertised
life, to preach even g short Sunday as “the most quoted religious author
homily to a country congregation ip America,” then God help America.
sy PG i Y e e e, e reni Sk
; % ol <€ al age. and one of them even tells us
other in construction and content, how American clergymen set about |
. O st sic omnes—or nearly omnes— acquiring themselves unearned doc-
since the Church’s few spontaneous torates. The method makes the

speakers of genius, the Willlam y,pety degree system seem a modal
Temples of their generation, might o academic rectitude, -




