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"God is not so
much the 'highest ™
br (es Hitler used
to say) the 'al-
mightyFor some=-
thing like fate or
some sort of final
mystery —- Quteess
7% he is our God,
so thet we human heings -~ great
and humhle, old and young -~ are
likewise not some sort of creatures
endowed with a 1ittle reason and a
great deal of unreaaonableness,
RS R T T BEREL hut the
people of this God who says of
himselfs I am your God. It is
s2id in the Word of God that he hes
no wish to be God withcut us, but

only with us, in such a way that without

him we cannot he human heings, It
is said in the Word of God that God
hes creasted a covenant hetween
himself and us and has kept it
until this day, so that we do not
live somewhere out in the cold,

but may be, and in fact are, at
home in this covenant. In the -.-
Word of God we are told something

we cannot understand, that God has ..

loved us 211 znd loves us and will
continue to love us...», The fact
that we are the ones whom God

loves is what mekes us human beings.
#nd since God loved us, he gave
himself for us so that we no

longer helong to ourselves hut

to him,.../ The Word of our God

says all this.

"But let us ask once more: What
kind of a word is it? Where is
it decisively spoken in such a
way that we can hear it? I shall
try once more to answer quite
simply: God has said his Word simply
by doing what it says. What happened
was that he appeared and worked and
acted in cur midst a2s our God.
What happened was thzt he estszh-
lished the covenant with us.... The

word of our God wes spoken, and remains

as his spoken word, in the
events of Christmas."

|
/

|(BA 21677

st

7 The shove quotation is taken from

%
%
}

~for $3.95.

CALL FOR GOD, ay Kerl Barth, which
is availshle st your loczl hookstore
Harper & Row, Puhlist



