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9th August, 1977,

KerlBarth, Esq.

c/b The Union Theologleal Seminary,
New York,

U.8.A,

Dear Sir, )
As no doubt you are aware we have had the
privilege of prepsying the translation wnd pub-
lishing in Englishhbr. Martin Niem8ller s two books,
his sutoblography "HFROM U-BOAT TO PUIPIT" und his
collection of sermons VFIRST COLILANDMENTY., Althougi
it mey seem stran&e,the autoblography did not &t
firgt sell well =%t all despite the eminent position
of its suthor and we reduced the price from ©/6d,
to J/L and now we are happy to suay the book shows
gigns of distinet recovery. OQur first ilmpression
is now practically exhxustea tnld we are preparing
1 new edltbtlon.

Most unfortunately these two books were
handled for Dr, Martin HiemBller by an agent in
Tondon, a German emigre who never hinded over to
the euthor the advances we hid paid under conbract
snd who ultimately went into liguidation with the
result that no money was forthcoming. The auto-
blogrephy is now resching the stage where the
advance paid has been covered and we hope that
the new edition will sssist in bringing some small
financial assistance to Dr. NiemBller.

We are gled to soy that the Dean of
Chichester hes undertaken to write one or two
chapters to go #t the end of the autoblography
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dealing with the work of the author since the establish
ment of the confessionsl movement and with the unhoppy
circumstonces which have attended him during the pust
few years,  This we feel will be of very grest wvilue
indeed, particularly as the Dean is well versed in the
church movemsnts in Germany and in particular with the
guestion of Dr, Niem8ller.

We would be deeply honoured indeed if you could
see your woy to writing a few words of uppreciation
of Dr, NiemBller as a man in the form of a prerace to
tiie new edition. We feel assured that this would
meterially ©ssist in the success and furtherence of
the book ¢nd we hope that you will see your way to
ac:eed to our renuest. If you wiil undertake tiis
matter for us énd the author, we should be extremely
grateful 1f you could let us have the prefuce as early
as pw sible as we wish to keep the book out of print
as short « time &s possible.

The cousin of the undersigned, Frofessor James
loffatt, of the Union Theological Seminary, Hew York
very kindly wrote & shoxrt preface for "FIRST CUOLLAND-
MENT"™ 2nd perhaps & thousénd words from your pen
would go further in the interests of the author at
thig time than anything else we cun do on his behalf.

Yours faithfully,
for WILT.IAM HCDGE & CO.ITD.
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